“Les Magiciens de la Lumière” or  “Wizards with Light”

A Film tracing the History of the Speed of Light
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The film “Les Magiciens de la Lumière” (Wizards with Light), a collaboration between the SCAVO† and the GHDSO*, is an historical reconstruction tracing the main historical measurements of the speed of light, from XVIIth to XIXth century. It focuses on Foucault’s famous rotating-mirror experiment in 1862, but other protagonists of this enlightening story also appear or will be evoked: Galileo, Römer and Cassini, Bradley and the stellar aberration, Fizeau, Le Verrier, Froment and others. The main issue is to give an insight on the way in which science is built up in its historical and social context. The language is French, with English subtitles.

    With Foucault’s 1862-measurements, the scientific status of the velocity of light undergoes a dramatic change: while, for long ago, it was only an item of intellectual curiosity, or more recently a criterion to decide about the structure of light, it becomes, from the first accurate terrestrial measurement in 1862, the new standard for the survey of the solar system and, beyond, the Universe. Thus, the motivations and the signification of a measuring process in Physics should emerge from the film.

