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Post-secondary science courses are known for placing high importance on science content and little, if any, attention is paid to helping students develop an accurate understanding of how science works, or the nature of science.  By illuminating the human side of science, instructors can help students see science as a dynamic and creative field.  This study implemented five historically accurate short stories in an introductory post-secondary biology course for majors.  The short stories included embedded reflective questions to draw students’ attention to the nature of science ideas demonstrated within the story.  This paper/presentation will report results of analysis from student responses (N = 156) to the embedded questions within the short stories.  The student responses were analyzed with a grounded theory framework using qualitative methods to generate understanding of student interpretations of the short stories and their struggles to understand the nature of science ideas promoted by the stories.  From analysis of student homework responses, student profiles of their nature of science understanding were generated.  Students also took a quiz over the nature of science created from VOSTS and VNOS instruments.  The students’ responses to the quiz items were compared to their individual nature of science understanding profiles to provide greater detail, support, and modification for theory generated during short story response analysis.  The paper/presentation will be useful for furthering understanding of college student struggles to understand the difficult concepts of the nature of science.
