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Wiki platforms nowadays provide multi-dimensional, multi-functional, interactive and fully-communicational environments for teacher education. In the ATLAS research group at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, we have designed and developed atlaswiki: a web-based learning environment that encourages the creation of a climate of commitment and trust between his members (the facilitators and the pre- and in-service teachers) and scopes to achieve a user-centered, trainee-centered, interactive, collective, collaborative structure that allows pre- and in-service teachers to collect, organize and re-contextualize knowledge. In this paper, the way atlaswiki can be used in order to create a collaborative virtual learning environment for teacher training in scientific literacy is presented. “Science and Culture in Education”, is one of the applications inside the atlaswiki environment. This application is actually the by-distance part of the “Science and Culture in Education” undergraduate course at the School of Primary Education at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. In this course, pre-service teachers are introduced to the interactions between science and culture, the conflict of western science to non-western cultures as well as the ways that science has affected and also has been expressed through art, while discussions concerning the social and cultural impact of scientific research are highly encouraged and supported by atlaswiki. In the current research, data recorded, analysed and interpreted from the interactions “with-in” the atlaswiki environment between the pre-service teachers and the atlaswiki designers and facilitators. Pre-service teachers in their discussions taking place “inside” the atlaswiki environment express interesting ideas about: a) the nature of science, b) the role of history of science in science education, c) experiments and videos for the classroom. At the same time, pre-service teachers also present their impressions and suggestions concerning: a) atlaswiki as a structure and a medium, b) multimedia information,  c) communication in the context of atlaswiki.

