The Teacher’s Authority and Responsibility – A Historical Perspective on Recent Pseudo-scientific Metrics in Education

Democracy and consumerism have shaped modern education into a product, which can be advertised and marketed like any other consumer product. The pressure on educators to please their consumers is increasingly causing education to be defined and determined by lengthy sets of rules that attempt to formalize quality, content, expectations, evaluation, and even values.  These rules are almost literally becoming labels on excel spreadsheet columns which shape modern education.  A teacher is tempted to become little more than a data entry clerk endlessly filling in the cells of this metaphorical table instead of striving to be a 'magician of knowledge' and a charismatic role model for pupils. 
We argue that the teacher’s authority and responsibility are the most important preconditions of effective education. Educational policy should focus on providing the social, cultural and financial environment which would guarantee that authority and responsibility could gradually be given to the brightest and most capable of dealing with the everyday challenges of (classroom) teaching. Unfortunately, today's widely practiced ‘formalization’ of educational tasks, methods of teaching, expectations, grading and all other parts of a teacher’s work leads to the trivialization of otherwise complex relations in education.

We explore these global educational issues by presenting a simple grading experiment. We use that example to argue that recent widespread trends toward excessive formal rule making are damaging to education. This formalization does not bring us any closer to the desired objectivity.  Instead, it is yielding a gradual trivialization of education.
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