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Why does a faithful Baptist who does not accept evolutionary theory as an explanation for the origin of species decide to become a molecular biologist?  Do faith and reason, indeed clash for such an individual?  Is the apparent conflict diminished if the individual accepts truth to be relative?  Is it resolved if the person accepts faith and religion to be of one realm and science and reason of a separate, distinct domain?  

These are questions I want to explore with a young woman who recently graduated from my institution with a Master’s degree in Biology.  For the past several years I have been struck by her success in a field that verily requires those within it to embrace and support the central dogma of biology.  I have seen her successfully present at a yeast conference where she impressed well-regarded scientists with her background knowledge and the quality of her research.  However, she is a faithful evangelical Baptist who rejects evolutionary theory as an explanation for the diversity of organisms on earth.  Before her graduation she was heavily recruited by several molecular biology programs at prestigious, liberal universities. Eventually she joined the research lab of a successful major professor who claims to be an atheist.  In my mind this contradiction is so strong as to be unreconcilable.  Yet this young woman appears to be successful in both worlds, with no strain to change her faith or her science.
 
For this study I have interviewed this young woman once and recorded a preliminary discussion that I had with her about what I supposed was her reconciliation of belief and reason.  However, I do not actually know if she has reconciled the conflict or whether, for her, no conflict actually exists.  I would like to read Pennock’s book “Intelligent Design Creationism and Its Critics” with her and then record at least two more discussions with her.  In this way I could ask probing questions of her in an interview style, which would allow me to qualitatively analyze the data.  My goal is to come to some understanding of whether hers is a unique capacity or hers is a viable strategy for many to operate successfully in two worlds.  
For the conference I propose to present my findings and to discuss with those who attend perspectives as to why accepting evolutionary theory presents a problem for many non-scientists and scientists alike.   
