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In recent years, the nature of science (NOS) has become recognized as an important element of the K-12 science curriculum. Despite some differences in the ultimate list of recommended aspects, a consensus exists on what specific NOS elements should be the focus of such instruction. In this paper, we suggest an approach of addressing particular core NOS ideas related to the human aspect of science, in other words those elements of NOS that involve creative thinking, the element of subjectivity and the societal factors that impact science. To illustrate these ideas, we have focused on the life and work of Charles Darwin, a scientist whose life and thought process are recorded in detail as he was an inveterate note taker, letter writer and diarist. As a result it has been possible to analyze, dissect, and critique his work to such an extent that in many cases we can almost know what he was thinking when he was thinking it and can almost recreate discussions he had with his colleagues and with himself.  In short, he is the quintessential case study for the use of the history of science in teaching the nature of science.  The historical facts discussed in this paper are linked to core NOS ideas in order to provide an instructional resource for use by teachers, as well as textbook writers and cur​riculum developers.
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