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The notion that the history of science can impact students’ ideas regarding scientific concepts as well as their conceptions of the nature of science is not new.  Education researchers, scientists, and historians and philosophers of science have spent countless hours diligently working to create practical materials for use in the secondary school systems.  But what do they end up looking like?  Are science teachers using these materials in the manner in which they were intended?  Are these materials being modified?  And if so, why are they being modified and what impact does this potentially have on the conceptions of science and the nature of science presented?  This paper will serve to provide insight into the constraints to using HOS materials in one high school’s science classrooms, ways in which they are being used, and raise questions regarding the possible implications of modifying these materials.

