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This work centres on understanding how the students understand Darwin’s theory of natural selection. This is done by studying how they construe and represent the cause while interpreting and explaining various instances of evolutionary change and adaptation. The paper presents a spectrum (not categories) of causal structures of the student’s explanations. The aim is to: study the variation in the student’s construals of causality; and as a step towards clarifying the problematic of understanding natural selection, characterise these various construals of causality to bring forth how they contrast with the Darwin’s construal of causality in natural selection. The student’s causal explanation is transformationist, not selectionist. She does not distinguish between individual change and evolutionary change, and hence for her the cause of adaptive individual transformation explains the evolutionary change as well. Natural genic transformation, not natural selection is the focal point of the student’s causal-explanatory understanding of evolutionary change. 

