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Too often our classroom presentations of science and history and philosophy of science presume a ‘great man’ gloss on science, where a lone expert transmits his knowledge to a passive audience with little attention to evidential support from the scientific community. This ‘top-down’ characterization can be seen in contemporary epistemology that assumes testimony to be transmissive (where speaker-knowledge is transmitted to audience) rather than generative (where a testimonial event generates audience- and speaker-knowledge), as well as historical accounts that portray, for example, Eddington’s eclipse expedition famously taken to vindicate Einstein’s general theory of relativity as an expert speaker’s critically untested and passively received proclamation. Here I offer a generative account of scientific testimony in science education and the history and philosophy of science by drawing on an analysis of the British scientific community’s engagement with Eddington, whose presentation of expedition results is best understood not as transmitting knowledge of relativity’s triumph straightforwardly from Eddington to passive listeners but rather as generating knowledge for both speaker and listeners in social context. In this way we are reminded of the value of elucidating scientists’ social practice of testimony in classroom presentations of science as a collective knowledge-making enterprise.      

