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Professional Positions 

2005- Assistant Professor, Department of Economics and Econometrics, Notre Dame  
2006- Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research 
 

Past Positions 
2006 Visiting Researcher, National Bureau of Economic Research 
2003-2005 Pre-Doctoral Fellow at the National Bureau of Economic Research 
2000-2003 Teaching and Research Assistant at Duke University 
1999 Research Assistant at the U.S. International Trade Commission 

 
Education 

Ph.D. in Economics, May 2005, Duke University, Durham, NC   
B.A. in Economics, May 2000, summa cum laude, Miami University, Oxford, OH 

 
Research Fields 
 Public Economics, Microeconomic Theory, Econometrics 
 
Awards and Fellowships 

• Principal Investigator, $165,461 Grant from the NICHD, 1R03HD057362-01A2, 2009-
2011 

• Principal Investigator, $46,650 Grant from the John Templeton Foundation, 2009 
• Principal Investigator, $150,000 Grant from the NICHD, 1R03HD058947-01A1, 2009-

2011 
• Principal Investigator, $148,426 Spiritual Capital Research Grant from the Metanexus 

Institute, 2006-2008  
• Dissertation Fellowship, National Bureau of Economic Research, 2004-2005 
• Summer Research Grant, Duke University, 2004 (declined) 
• Dissertation Fellowship, Louisville Institute of Religious Research, 2004 
• Dissertation Fellowship, Social Science Research Council, 2003-2004 
• Conference Travel Fellowship, Duke University, 2004 
• Dissertation Fellowship, National Bureau of Economic Research, 2003-2004 
• Study Grant, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, 2003 
• SBGB Award, Duke University Department of Economics, 2002-2003 
• Research Stipend, Center for the Study of Philanthropy and Voluntarism, 2002 
• Calvin Hoover Fellowship, Duke University, 2000-2001  
• Joseph H. Hogan Research Fellowship, Miami University, 1999-2000 

 



Presentations  
2009 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA; Brigham Young University, Provo, UT; 
University of Notre Dame (Political Science Department), Notre Dame, IN; ASSA Meeting, 
San Francisco, CA; ACE Meeting, San Francisco, CA;  
 
2008 
University of Chicago (GSB), Chicago, IL; Southern Economic Association Conference, 
Washington, DC; University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland; ENER Conference on 
Economics and Religion (Keynote Speaker), Heriot-Watt University, Scotland; University of 
Georgia, Athens, GA; Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA; Population Association of 
America Annual Conference, New Orleans; ACE Meeting, New Orleans, LA; 
 
2007 
ARNOVA Conference, Atlanta, GA; Conference on Religion, Economics and Culture, 
Tampa, FL; Michigan State University, Lansing, MI; Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, MI; Summer Institute, National Bureau of Economic Research; Center for 
Operations Research and Econometrics (CORE), Louvain la-Neuve; University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI; Tufts University, Medford, MA; NBER Conference 
on Disadvantaged Youth, Amelia Island, Florida; Columbia University, New York, NY; 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN; University of Notre Dame (Law School), Notre Dame, 
IN;  
 
2006 
USC, Los Angeles, CA; PE Meetings, National Bureau of Economic Research; Conference 
on Religion, Economics and Culture, Portland, OR; University of Akron, Akron, OH; Miami 
University, Oxford, OH; Western Economic Association Conference, San Diego; Metanexus 
Institute Conference, University of Pennsylvania; Children’s Conference, National Bureau of 
Economic Research; Midwest Economic Association Conference, Chicago; Clemson 
University, Clemson, SC; Duke University, Durham, NC; AEA Meetings, Boston, MA; ACE 
Meeting, Boston, MA;  
 
2005 
University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago; ARNOVA Conference, Washington, DC; 
Conference on Religion, Economics and Culture, Rochester, NY; Summer Institute, National 
Bureau of Economic Research; Tufts University, Medford, MA; SSRC Capstone Conference 
on Philanthropy and Nonprofits, Florence, Italy; Williams College, Williamstown, MA; 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL; Harvard University, Cambridge, MA; George 
Mason University, Fairfax, VA; Claremont-McKenna College, Claremont, CA;  
 
2004 
MIT, Cambridge, MA; IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN; ARNOVA Conference, Los Angeles, CA; 
Conference on Religion, Economics and Culture, Kansas City, MO; Winter Seminar, 
Louisville Institute of Religious Research, Louisville, KY;  
 
 
 



Presentations (Continued) 
2003 
Conference on Religion, Economics and Culture, Norfolk, VA; George Mason University, 
Fairfax, VA; Social Science Research Council Fellows Workshop, Denver, CO; Triangle 
Public Economics Seminar, Duke University, Durham, NC; 

 
Publications 
“Crowd Out and Diversity,” Journal of Public Economics 93 (2009), 729-740. 
  
“The Church vs. the Mall:  What Happens When Religion Faces Increased Secular Competition?” 

Quarterly Journal of Economics 123 (2008), 831-862. (with Jonathan Gruber)  
 
“Race and Charitable Church Activity,” Economic Inquiry 46 (2008), 380-400. 
 
 “Faith-Based Charity and Crowd Out During the Great Depression,” Journal of Public 

Economics 91 (2007), 1043-1069. (with Jonathan Gruber) 
  
“Are Church and State Substitutes?  Evidence from the 1996 Welfare Reform,” Journal of 

Public Economics 89 (2005), 2245-2267. 
 
Papers in Review 
“The Power of the Pill for the Next Generation,” NBER Working Paper 13402, 2007. (with 

Elizabeth Oltmans Ananat).  Revise and resubmit at the Review of Economics and Statistics.  
 
“Does Church Attendance Cause People to Vote?  Using Blue Laws’ Repeal to Estimate the 

Effect of Religiosity on Voter Turnout,” Working Paper, 2007. (with Alan Gerber and 
Jonathan Gruber) 

 
“Season of Birth and Later Outcomes: Old Questions, New Answers,” Working Paper, 2008. 

(with Kasey Buckles) 
 
Working Papers 
“Identifying Tax Effects on Giving,” Working Paper, 2008. (with Mark Wilhelm) 
 
“Rethinking Religious Competition,” Working Paper, 2008. 
 
“Micro-Responses to Individual Behavior and Religion,” Working Paper, 2008.  Draft Requested 

for the Handbook of the Economics of Religion. (with Jonathan Gruber) 
 
Media Coverage 
This research has been covered by The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, The 

Wall Street Journal, The Christian Science Monitor, Reader’s Digest, The Atlantic Monthly, 
Christianity Today, CNN, Fox News, National Public Radio, and other newspapers, radio 
stations and television stations. 

 
 
 



Other Services 
Reviewer for The American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, The American Economic 

Review, The Eastern Economic Journal, The Economic Journal, Economic Inquiry, 
Economica, Education Economics, The Journal of Economic Dynamics and Control, The 
Journal of Human Resources, The Journal of Political Economy, The Journal of Public 
Economics, The Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, The National Tax Journal, 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, The Quarterly Journal of Economics, The 
Quarterly Journal of Political Science, Rationality and Society, Review of Economics and 
Statistics, Review of Religious Research, Review of Social Economy, Southern Economic 
Journal, Social Forces, Sociology of Religion, The Scottish Journal of Political Economy, 
and the National Science Foundation. 


