Political Science 60623
SOCRATES
Professor Catherine Zuckert





          Spring 2007

Class:  DeBartolo  330    MW 3-4:15 p.m.
          Office hrs.  Flanner 546   T 2:30-4  

E-mail:  czuckert@nd.edu



      
    
 
F 10:30-12 

Course description:  In this course we will be examining what it means (or may mean) 
to say that philosophy constitutes a way of life (as opposed, for example, to the

articulation of a “world view,” method of inquiry, set of arguments, or “system”).  Socrates is usually taken to be an example of such, but, as we shall see, both the ancient sources and later commentators have given very different views of him.  They also present different views of the relation between his peculiar mode of philosophizing and politics.  Was there a necessary tension?  Or does Socrates represent the way philosophy not merely can, but should adapt itself to politics?  Is Socrates the example par excellence of a political philosopher?

Assigned texts (available for purchase in the bookstore):

Four Texts on Socrates, trans. Thomas G. West and Grace Starry West (Cornell UP)
Plato’s “Sympoisum,” trans. Seth Benardete (University of Chicago Press)
Plato’s Phaedo, trans. Eva Brann, Peter Kalkavage, Eric Salem (Focus)

Students may use other translations, e.g., in the Hackett ed., Plato:  Complete Works.  You are urged to compare the translation with the original, if and when possible, in a Loeb edition (Harvard UP) or the Oxford Classical Texts (the standard reference for English-speaking scholars).

Requirements:  Each student will present an oral report and write a final paper of


approximately 25 double-spaced pages on a topic approved by the instructor.

Everyone is expected to come to class having done the assigned reading and ready to discuss it.
Schedule of Classes and Readings

W-1-17
Introduction:  The Problem of Socrates, Questions of Approach


Reading:  F. Nietzsche, Birth of Tragedy, sect. 13-15, Twilight of the






Idols, “The Problem of Socrates” on electronic






Reserve; handouts
M-1-22
Aristophanes’ Comic Critique of Socrates


A.  Politically Irresponsible



Reading:  Clouds thru line 885
W-1-24
B.  Lacking Self-knowledge and Prudence

Reading:  Clouds to the end


Recommended: 
 Leo Strauss, Socrates and Aristophanes, “Clouds”

 

 Mary P. Nichols, Socrates and the Political Community, 7-28.
M-1-29
Socrates’ Response to the Poets:  Philosophy as Erotic Search

A. Socrates’ Effect on His Followers

Reading:  Symposium 172a-178a

Recommended:  
Leo Strauss, Plato’s SYMPOSIUM  (to be read along with the text).  You might also find S. Benardete’s short book on the Symposium or S. Rosen’s book on Plato’s SYMPOSIUM helpful.
W-1-31
B.  The Students of the Sophists




Reading:  Symposium 178a-186a

M-2-5


Student reports on:  Parmenides






        The Sophists: Hippias & Prodicus
(cf. the beginning of the Protagoras, Hippias Major & Hippias Minor





         Empedocles






         Heraclitus  

W-2-7

Reading:  Symposium 186a-189b  (Speech of Eryximachus)





189c-193e  (Speech of Aristophanes)

M-2-12
Reading:  Symposium 194a-201c (Speech of Agathon and Exchange





with Socrates)

W-2-14
Reading:  Symposium 201d-212c (Diotima’s Speech)

Recommended:  
Luce Irigaray, “Sorcerer Love:  A Reading of Plato’s Symposium, Diotima’s Speech,” trans. Eleanor H. Kykendall, Hypatia 3, 3 (Winter 1989), 32-44, and Andrea Nye, “Irigaray and Diotima at Plato’s Symposium,” Hypatia:  A Journal of Feminist Philosophy 3, no. 3 (Winter 1989): 46-61, both reprinted in Feminist Interpretations of Plato, ed. Nancy Tuana (University Park:  The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994);  Arlene Saxonhouse, “The Philosopher and the Female in the Political Thought of Plato,” Political Theory 4, no. 2 (May 1976): 195-212.
M-2-19
Reading:  Alcibiades’ Intervention




Student report on Alcibiades




Recommended:  M. Nussbaum, The Fragility of the Good, Ch. 6
W-2-21
Conclusion:  Tragedy, Comedy and Socratic Philosophy



Reading:  P. Hadot, Philosophy as a Way of Life, Ch. 5





“The Figure of Socrates”

M-2-26
Discussion:  What it means to say that philosophy is erotic



Reading:  Foucault, The Uses of Pleasure, “True Love”





(Pt I, Ch 1-4, Pt IV, Ch 3 also recommended)




    Hadot, Philosophy as a Way of Life, Ch. 7





    “Reflections on the ‘Cultivation of the Self’”




    Newell, W., Ruling Passion, Ch. 3



    Zuckert, “The Socratic Turn”




    Strauss, “Concluding Lecture”

The Political Effects of the Socratic Search for Wisdom

A.  Socrates’ Defense of His Activity to the Athenians
W-2-28

Reading:  Apology of Socrates 17a-30d

M-3-5


Reading:  Apology of Socrates 30d-38b

W-3-7


Reading:  Apology of Socrates 38b-42a





Recommended:



Hegel’s Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Vol. 1, pp. 426-48.




Kierkegard, The Concept of Irony, selection on electronic reserve




H. Arendt, “Philosophy and Politics,” Social Research 57. No. 1 





(1990): 73-103.
Eva Brann, “The Offense of Socrates,” Interpretation 7 (1978).

C. Bruell, “Apology” in On the Socratic Education

M. Foucault, Fearless Speech, Ch. 4 (electronic reserve)
A. Saxonhouse,  Free Speech and Democracy in Ancient Athens, 


Ch. 5 

I.F. Stone, The Trial of Socrates

T. Brickhouse and N. Smith, The Trial & Execution of Socrates

_______________________, Plato’s Socrates
Midterm break



B.  Socrates’ Decision To Obey the Laws

M-3-19
Reading:  Crito 43a-50a
W-3-21
Reading:  Crito 50a-54e


Recommended:  See bibliography in West & West translation.
Also—J. Peter Euben and Ann Congleston articles in Political 



Theory (JSTOR)

R. Kraut, Socrates and the State



 L. Strauss, “On Plato’s Apology of Socrates and Crito,”




in Studies in Platonic Political Philosophy




R. Weiss, Socrates Dissatisfied

S-3-25

Michael Davis paper:  Workshop for Ancient Philosophy
Socrates’ Second Defense: Philosophy as a Preparation for Death

M-3-26
The Setting and the Report of the Story of Socrates’ Death

Reading:  Phaedo 57a-61b



Student reports on: the story of Theseus & the Minotaur (plus Klein)





       Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans





       The characters assembled at Socrates’ death


Recommended:  J. Klein, “Plato’s Phaedo,” Lectures, 375-93
4:30-6:00 p.m.
 Davis lecture 
W-3-28
Reports continued.  Philosophy as a preparation for death



Reading:  Phaedo 61a-70b

M-4-2

The “Proofs” of the Immortality of the Soul


Reading:  Phaedo 70c-72e—the alternation of opposites




     Phaedo 72e-77a—recollection

W-4-4

The Incantations against the Fear of Death


Reading:  Phaedo 77a-84b

Easter

W-4-11
Socrates’ Response to Their Doubts



Reading:  Phaedo 84c-91c—to counter misology




    Phaedo 91c-95a—specifically to Simmias

M-4-16
Socrates’ Response to Cebes



A.  His Autobiography



Reading:  Phaedo 95a-100c



Student report on presocratic cosmology




(The Milesians, Anaxagoras)

W-4-18
B.  His Hypothesis



Reading:  Phaedo 100c-107b

Recommended:  S. Rosen, “Socrates’ Hypothesis,” Question of Being, 46-95.

M-4-23
Socrates’ Mythical Account of Life after Death



Reading:  Phaedo 107c-115a

W-4-25
Socrates’ Death



Reading:  Phaedo 115b-118a




Recommended:


S. Benardete, “On Plato’s Phaedo,” The Argument and the Action


J. Peter Euben, “Platonic Noise” in book of same title


D. Gallop, Plato:  Phaedo, commentary on the Greek text



D. Bolotin, “The Life of Philosophy and the Immortality of the Soul,”




Ancient Philosophy 7: 39-56



R. Burger, Plato’s Labyrinth


M. Davis, “Plato and Nietzsche on Death,” Ancient Philosophy 1:69-80
-----------, “Socrates’ Presocraticism,” Review of Metaphysics 33:559-77

C. Zuckert, “Phaedo”  draft
S-4-29

Jacob Howland, workshop

M-4-30
  “
“
    lecture
W-5-2
Concluding reflections on Socrates as representing philosophy as a way of life.
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