Political Science 53001—Section 12

THE AMERICAN POLITICAL NOVEL
Professor Catherine Zuckert





Fall 2005

Office:  Flanner 412, Decio 350


Telephone: 1-6620, 6623 (o)

Hours:  T 2-3:30, F 10-11:30
(Flanner)



247-1103 (h)

czuckert@nd.edu
Course Description:

In this seminar we will discuss a series of American novels (and a few films) as forms of American political thought.  Literary works both reflect and reflect on the political regime of culture in which they are written.  We will begin by looking briefly at the document which is often taken to be a classic statement of the principles that unite us as a people:  the Declaration of Independence.  In the novels (and films) we will then look at the way in which those principles are realized or not realized in practice.  Among the questions we will be asking are:  What, in fact, does hold us together as a people?  Is the property right fundamental?  Fair or equal?  How do or can Americans believe that all human beings are created equal and yet draw distinctions on the basis of wealth and education?  What is the role of religion in American politics?  Do American political principles and practices encourage the selfish pursuit of economic gain at the expense of other, more moral considerations?  Do we recognize and reward individual creativity?

Course goals:

1) to acquire a richer sense of American political culture

2) to come to a deeper understanding of the sources of enduring problems in the American polity and our political principles



3) to improve critical reading skills
4) to appreciate the relative communicative and artistic advantages and disadvantages of different media

5) to improve our ability to learn from others in discussion 

6) to improve writing skills

Texts (available at the university bookstore):

James Fenimore Cooper, The Pioneers (Signet ed.)

Herman Melville, Bartley and Benito Cereno (Dover)

Mark Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson (Penguin)

Willa Cather, O’Pioneers (Dover)

Robert Penn Warren, All the King’s Men (Harcourt)

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (Random House)

Philip Roth, Plot against America (paperback available end of September)

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

W/8/24

Introduction:  Questions Raised by the Declaration of Independence




Read:  Declaration (handout)

Questions about the Founding:  Community, Nation, Law & Religion v.
Individual Liberty?
M/8/29

No class, but read:  Pioneers, Ch. 1-6



Review “social contract” theory, especially Locke, Second Treatise, Ch 5




and Rousseau, Second Discourse, Part 2, Section 2 (beginning)
W/8/31

Pioneers, Ch. 7-15

M/9/5

Pioneers, Ch. 16-28

W/9/7

Pioneers, Ch. 29-41

1st paper opportunity:  Due Monday, September 12, 9 a.m. in Decio 350 or via e-mail.

Individual v. Community, Law & the Rights of Property—2
M/9/12

Read:  Melville, Bartleby the Scrivener

W/9/14

Read:  Melville, Benito Cereno

M/9/19

Read:  Selections from U.S. v. Amistad



Watch:  AMISTAD
Individual v. Community, Law, Rights, Race and Property—3
W/9/21

Read:  Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson, Whisper thru Ch. 8
2nd paper opportunity:  Due Monday, September 26, 9 .m. Decio 350 or e-mail

M/9/26

Read:  Pudd’head Wilson, Ch. 9-conclusion

W/9/28

Read:  Those Extraordinary Twins, entire

3rd paper opportunity:  Due Monday, October 3, 9 a.m. Decio 350, e-mail

The Entrepreneurial Spirit, Gender and Conformity:
Individual v. Community--5

M/10/3

Read:  O’Pioneers!  Parts I & II

W/10/5

Read:  O’Pioneers! Parts III-V



Recommended:  Tocqueville, Democracy in America (handout)

4th paper opportunity:  Due Monday, October 10, 9 a.m. Decio 350 or e-mail
Southern Politics, Populist Politics, Corrupt Politics and the Pursuit of Happiness:
Individual v. Community--6

M/10/10
Read:  All the King’s Men, Ch. 1-2
W/10/12
Read:  All the King’s Men, Ch. 3-4

Midterm break

M/10/24
Read:  All the King’s Men, Ch. 5-6

W/10/26
Read:  All the King’s Men, Ch. 7-8

M/10/31
Watch:  Black & white video of All the King’s Men
W/11/2

Read:  All the King’s Men, Ch. 9-10

M/11/7

Watch:  Primary Colors
War v. Racial and Religious Differences—
Individual v. Community—or Community v. Community?

W/11/9

Read:  Plot against America
5th paper opportunity:  Due, Monday, November 14, 9 a.m., Decio 350 or e-mail
M/11/14
Read:  Plot
W/11/16
Read:  Plot
M/11/21
Read:  Plot
Is It a Question of Race?  Of Equality?  Of Genius?
Individual v. Community—7

W/11/23
Read:  Invisible Man, Ch 1-6

M/11/28
Read:  IM, Ch. 7-11

W/11/30
Read:  IM, Ch. 12-18

M/12/5

Read:  IM, Ch. 19-Epilogue

W/12/7

Conclusion

6th paper opportunity:  Due Finals Week, Scheduled Exam Time

ASSIGNMENTS:

Students will be expected to come to class having read the assigned text (or watched the video) and prepared to discuss it.  To facilitate that preparation, each will be required to turn in a paragraph on the reading assigned for the class at the beginning of each class in person or via e-mail beforehand.  The purpose of the paragraphs is to give students practice in informal writing (one of the goals of these seminars) as well as to prepare everyone to participate in the discussion.  (Each student will be allowed to skip 3 days or paragraphs without penalty.)

Each student will also be expected to hand in FOUR 5-6 page papers at FOUR of the PAPER OPPORTUNITIES.  Suggested topics for each paper “opportunity” will be handed out in advance.  Students may write more than four papers, if they choose.  Grades will be based on the four best.

EVALUATION:

20% class discussion (including paragraphs)

20% per paper
PAGE  
4

