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Schedule of Class Meetings and Reading Assignments

W-1-18
Prince, Dedicatory Letter, Ch. 1-3; Letter to Vettori

M-1-23
Prince, Ch 4-8

W-1-25
Prince, Ch 9-11

M-1-30
Prince, Ch 12-14, (plus the Art of War recommended)

W-2-1

Prince, Ch 15-19

M-2-6

Prince, Ch 20-16

W-2-8

Class Presentations

M-2-13 
Discourses, Dedicatory Letter, FIRST BOOK, Preface, Ch 1-2

W-2-15
Discourses I: 3-8

M-2-20
Discourses I: 9-15

W-2-22
Discourses I: 16-27

F-2-24  
Nathan Tarcov, University of Chicago, will be presenting a paper on the Prince at the political theory brownbag 12:30-2:00 p.m.
M-2-27
Discourses I: 28-36

W-3-1 

Discourses I: 37-43

M-3-6

Discourses I: 44-53

W-3-8

Discourses I: 54-60
Midterm Break

M-3-20
Discourses II:  Preface, Ch 1-4
W-3-22
Discourses II: 5-12

M-3-27
Discourses II: 13-20

W-3-29
Discourses II: 21-26

M-4-3

Discourses II: 27-33

W-4-5

Discourses III: 1-6

M-4-10
Discourses III: 7-14

W-4-12
Discourses III: 15-22

Easter

W-4-19
Discourses III: 23-30

M-4-24
Discourses III: 31-37
W-4-26
Discourses III: 38-49

M-5-1

Class presentations

W-5-3

Class presentations

Course requirements:

Class participation:  Students will be expected to come to class having read the text 

AND having checked as many of Machiavelli’s sources as can be found.  Questions should naturally arise, but students should be prepared to ask and answer them.

Class presentation:  Each student will be asked to prepare a written 5-10 page statement

on another work of Machiavelli’s (or part thereof), or one of the many competing interpretations of his work.  In either case, the work or interpretation should be compared to the two works we have read in class and/or take account of different interpretations of it.  

This paper will be e-mailed out to all the other members of class in advance of its oral presentation.  The oral presentation should be approximately 5-10 minutes, based on the assumption that other members of the class have already read the written version and so allowing time for questions.

Final paper:  Each student will be expected to write a final paper of approximately 25 


pages double-spaced on a particular problem raised in the class readings and/or


text.  Consultation with the instructor about the topic is advised.
Some suggested topics for class presentations:

1. One of the many biographies of Machiavelli.  What is the relation between his life and his thought?  I hope to schedule presentations on the Prince and Machiavelli’s life during and after that reading.
2. Livy’s History, i.e., what is the intention and character of the book upon which Machiavelli claims to be commenting in his Discourses.
This report would be given at the beginning of our reading of the Discourses.

      3.  Any of the major commentators on Machiavelli—it would probably be wise

to select a particular aspect or part.  E.g., Strauss on the Prince—or Coby on the Discourses; McCormick on “republicanism,” Mansfield on virtu, Skinner on
rhetoric, or a debate between one or more of these commentators on the meaning of “republicanism” in Machiavelli, the role of religion, etc.

       4.  You might also want to concentrate on a particular aspect of the text(s), e.g., the 
Biblical citations Machiavelli uses, his view of Greek precedents as opposed to Roman, his understanding of nature or “cosmology,” women, what he learned from Savonarola, a comparison of his new teaching about the virtues with Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, or . . . This sort of analysis might also constitute a preliminary statement and hence basis for the longer, final paper.

Individual assignments and a schedule will be determined in the second or third week of the course.

