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Orientation Coordinator Welcome 
 
My fellow Vermin, 
 
Congratulations on all your accomplishments and welcome to the University of Notre Dame! Furthermore, I 
would like to welcome you into the family of Carroll Hall. It is my pleasure to welcome you and wish you the 
best in the upcoming years. 
 
My name is Mitchell Speer, and I am this year’s Freshman Orientation Coordinator for Carroll Hall. This fall, I 
will be sophomore majoring in Honors Mathematics with a minor in Italian. Though originally from Cleveland, 
Ohio, I currently live here in South Bend, Indiana. I look forward to welcoming you not only to South Bend, but 
also to Carroll Hall. 
 
As I am sure you are excited to arrive on campus, I share the same enthusiasm about beginning another school 
year! You will find that Notre Dame is a place full of exciting opportunities on a daily basis. No matter where 
you come from or what your interests are, you will find an abundance of things that suit your personality and 
give you enjoyment. 
 
Carroll Hall is a very special place to be. Located right on the shore of St. Mary’s Lake, the view of the Golden 
Dome every morning is the most beautiful view on campus. Being the smallest dorm on campus, you will 
certainly have the opportunity to create close friendships and get to know everybody in the dorm. In just one 
year at Carroll, I have formed a countless number of new friendships, and I look forward to creating more. 
 
College is a very enjoyable time. At Carroll, you will experience your share of Carroll Hall Masses, afternoon 
sand volleyball games, the Slip’N’Slide down the front lawn, Carroll Christmas, hosting a football pep rally, 
participation in inter-hall sports and activities, and, of course, the hoisting of the gigantic “Go Irish” banner. 
 
Carroll Hall’s website is up and running with plenty of information about the history of the hall, photos, 
information about our hall staff, and more interesting tidbits about Carroll Hall. The web address is: 
http://www.nd.edu/~carroll/. I encourage you to take a look at everything you possibly can. 
 
As the school year approaches, I hope you enjoy the rest of the Summer! If you have ANY questions, 
comments, or concerns, I would be more than happy to help you. PLEASE do not hesitate to contact me. Go 
Vermin Go! 
 
 
Welcome to Carroll, 
 
Mitchell Speer 
 
Carroll Hall Orientation Coordinator 
mspeer@nd.edu  
(574) 339-4507 



  2 

Carroll Hall Rector Welcome 
 
Dear Member of the Class of 2013: 
 
With enthusiasm and pride, I welcome you to the University of Notre Dame and Carroll Hall.  All of us – the 
assistant rectors, Preston Carter and Patrick Murren; resident priest Fr. Michael Connors, C.S.C.; the hall 
government; the resident assistants and I – express our delight that you will be joining us very soon.  We are 
here to assist and support you as you enter Our Lady’s campus. 
 
As men of Carroll, we are blessed to live in the university’s most unique residence hall.  Our location on 
campus – the western edge along St. Mary’s Lake – reflects the Vermin’s character.  Though our building turns 
103 years old this year(!), it is a comfortable place.  Know that our rooms are larger than most other halls.  
Students who visit Carroll from other dorms are very surprised when they see our space. 
 
We take pride in being a genuine community.  Part of the spirit that we celebrate as a dorm community comes 
from our liturgies.  Along with the other occasions of prayer, we celebrate Mass on Sundays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays at 10 p.m.  Among our many programming events during the academic year, we will host 
administrators and professors, enjoy Irish game-watches together, learn about social justice and service-oriented 
activities, and on and on . . . . . .  
 
Dorm spirit is a hallmark for us.  For example, some of you may have seen the 90 x 30 ft. banner hanging from 
Carroll during ND home football games on the NBC broadcasts.  Upon seeing the banner, a commentator once 
remarked, “There’s a big house with a lot of spirit!”  Yes, and now you are part of it!  Your contributions will 
be unique, cherished, and important. 
 
The hall staff will assist and encourage you in matters related to your growth as a person, your place in the 
community, and your interactions among others.  Along with being one of the finest educational institutions in 
the country, Notre Dame offers a vast number of opportunities for service to others, activities with students 
across campus, and invitations to worship and grow spiritually.  As such, I exhort you to participate in hall life 
and extracurricular activities from the beginning. 
 
Enjoy the remaining days of summer.  Come to Notre Dame with great expectations of yourself and this 
community.  May your vision be your reach! 
 
May the Lord bless and keep you; may Our Lady watch over you. 
 
 
In Notre Dame, 
 
 
 
Father Jim Lewis, O.Carm. 
Rector, Carroll Hall 
 
P.S.  An important request: please send us a small photo (senior picture?) of yourself with your name on the back of it as soon 

as possible.  At the least, bring such a picture with you.  You can mail to: 
Fr. Jim Lewis, P.O. Box 667,Notre Dame, IN  46556 
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From the Desk of the President 

Vermin, 

First off, congratulations on your acceptance into and decision to attend the University of Notre Dame.  It takes 
extraordinary effort and determination to be admitted to a school like Notre Dame.   

My name is Rob Wilson and I am the Carroll Hall President for the upcoming school year.  I know that many 
people, upon first hearing that they will call Carroll Hall home, are disappointed to know that we are the 
smallest and most remote dorm on campus.  Although I was originally under the impression that I’d been cast-
off from the rest of campus, my time at Carroll has convinced me that Carroll Hall is the best dorm on campus.  
Sure, the long walks in freezing temperatures aren’t the highlight of the Carroll experience but there is much 
more to Carroll, and many attributes about Carroll’s position on campus that contribute to its unique 
experience.  For one, Carroll has a large front lawn, which is conducive to cookouts, slip–n-slides, pickup 
football or Frisbee and other activities.  In addition to Carroll lawn we have our very own basketball and sand 
volleyball courts.  Also, Carroll has some of the largest rooms on campus. 

While all the aspects that I mentioned above are great, I firmly believe that Carroll’s strongest attribute is the 
feeling of community among the Carroll Vermin.  What we lack in numbers, we make up for in spirit.  It’s a 
great feeling to walk through the halls of Carroll, knowing that everyone is a familiar face.  Everybody knows 
everybody.  I’d highly recommend that once you arrive at Carroll, make the effort to get to know everybody.  I 
promise you, it’ll be worth it.   

Lastly, I personally am very excited to get to meet all of you once the school year starts.  Carroll is a great place 
and I’m very much looking forward to returning to school. If you guys have any questions about anything 
(room sizes, things to bring, etc.) during the summer feel free to email me at rwilso10@nd.edu and I would be 
glad to respond to your questions.  Also, I will be in Room 205 this year so feel free to stop in at any time.  See 
you all in August and enjoy the rest of your summer.       

                                                          
Rob Wilson 
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A Short Notre Dame History 
By: Patrick Belton ‘98 
 
 Deep in the heart of the American Midwest lies a school dedicated to the Mother of God. 
 
 The men who founded the University first called the school L’Universitie de Notre Dame du Lac.  On 
November 26, 1842, they came to a ten-acre clearing in the Potawatomi wilderness.  It was the coldest 
winter on record and they had only three hundred and ten dollars in cash, several horses and an ox.  On 
the site were two frozen lakes, a mantle of snow and a twenty four by forty foot log cabin built by an early 
missionary named Rev. Badin.  Rev. Edward Sorin, C.S.C. and his seven companions looked around 
them, consecrated the site and declared it a University. 
 
 Rev. Sorin wrote his superior in France, “We made haste to inspect all the various sites on the banks of 
the lake which had been so highly praised.  Yes like little children, in spite of the cold we went from one 
extremity to the other.”  (Thus starting a tradition of running around the lakes, which many ND students 
enjoy doing.) 
 
 Despite financial hardships and a cholera outbreak in 1854, Notre Dame grew and flourished.  A sister 
school, St. Mary’s Academy (now College), took root nearby under the guidance of Holy Cross sisters.  
Rev. Patrick Dillon took over as Notre Dame’s president and constructed a new Main Building to hold 
classrooms, a library, a dining hall and dormitories for both students and faculty.  The left wing of the 
building, then Carroll Hall, was home to the prep school students; the right, then Brownson Hall, housed 
students of collegiate age.  The youngest students (“minims”) lived in St. Edward’s Hall. 
 
 During the Civil War, Holy Cross priests and sisters frequently served as chaplains and nurses, 
respectively.  Among the chaplains was Rev. William Corby, C.S.C. who won the love of Irish-Americans 
as chaplain of the Irish Brigade.  From 1866 - 1881, there were four University presidents: Rev. Corby, 
who served twice, Rev. August Lemonnier, C.S.C. (Rev. Sorin’s nephew) and Rev. Patrick Colovin, 
C.S.C. 
 
 In April 1879, wood shavings that construction workers had left behind on the Main Building’s roof 
ignited in the sunlight and the university burnt to the ground.  Rev. Corby was serving his second term 
as the president at that time.  Hearing the news, Rev. Sorin broke short a visit to Montreal, returned to 
Notre Dame and gathered everyone together into the church, which was one of the few buildings left 
standing.  “Tomorrow we will begin again and build it bigger,” he said.  “And when it is built, we will put a 
gold dome on top, with a golden statue of the Mother of God, so that everyone who comes this way will 
know to whom we owe whatever great future this place has.”  Helped by the students who stayed over the 
summer, Rev. Corby rebuilt the school by the beginning of the fall term. 
 
 In the next decades, under the administrations of Rev.  Thomas E. Walsh, C.S.C., Rev. Andrew 
Morrissey C.S.C., Rev. John W. Cavanaugh, C.S.C.,  and Rev. James A. Burnsand, C.S.C.,  the watchful 
eye of Mary’s statue on the dome (a gift from St. Mary’s College) the University of Notre Dame became 
a school of national prominence.  Academics became more solid; the prep school was closed, the school 
was organized into four colleges and faculty qualifications were stiffened.  Rev. Julius Nieuwland invented 
synthetic rubber and Rev. Albert Zahm, C.S.C. conducted aeronautic research that helped lead to the 
first airplane.  In 1883, Notre Dame gave its first Laetare medal to John Gilmay Shea in honor of an 
outstanding American Catholic. 
 
 Rev. Matthew J. Walsh, C.S.C. (not related to Rev. Thomas Walsh) and Rev. Charles L. O’Donnell, 
C.S.C., served as presidents from 1922 until 1934.  During Rev. O’Donnell’s term, Notre Dame built new 
dining halls and the original Notre Dame Stadium. 
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 Rev. (later Cardinal) John O’Hara, C.S.C. proved a capable leader as he built up the school’s 
endowment, recruited scholars from overseas, and urged students to be Catholic gentlemen - at one 
point purging the library of impure books.  Under Rev. O’Hara, Notre Dame hosted such renowned 
lecturers as President Roosevelt and Cardinal Pacelli (later Pope Pius XII). 
 
 During World War II, President J. Hugh O’Donnell, C.S.C., gave a great deal of the campus over 
to military training.  Over 15,000 soldiers were trained here, with the result that American troops often 
sang Notre Dame’s fight song while marching.  After the war ended, President John J. Cavanaugh, 
C.S.C., (not related to the earlier president John W. Cavanaugh) oversaw the construction of Vetville 
- large housing complex for the undergraduate veterans and their families.  Notre Dame’s enrollment 
increased by nearly sixty percent after the end of the war. 
 
 Dr. Tom Dooley, who died in 1961, was a Notre Dame graduate of the WWII era.  He spent his life 
serving the poor in Southeast Asia.  His memory is still quite alive at the University and it is possible that 
he will be raised to sainthood in the Catholic Church.  There is a statue of him a copy of the letter he 
wrote to Rev. Hesburgh by the Grotto. 

Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C., who led Notre Dame from 1952 to 1987, oversaw considerable 
expansion in the campus and in the endowment.  In this period several new institutes were established, 
faculty qualifications and salaries increased and the Program of Liberal Studies Major was introduced.  
In 1967, influenced by the Second Vatican Council, the Congregation of Holy Cross transferred 
ownership and control of Notre Dame to a predominantly lay Board of Trustees, requiring only that the 
school’s president be a Holy Cross priest.  In 1972, women undergraduates were admitted for the first 
time. 
 
Rev. Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C., has just completed his 18th and final year as president of the University 
of Notre Dame. He stepped down July 1, 2005, after servi ng as the University’s 16th president.  The 
campus has continued to grow under his leadership.  In 1997 four new dorms opened up forming West 
Quad (Welsh Family, Keough, O’Neill and McGlinn).  The Main Building has been reconstructed inside, 
and the Hammes Bookstore at the Eck Center, the Eck Visitors’ Center and Rolfs Sports Recreation 
Center were built in the late 1990’s.  Other buildings that have opened up since 2000 include the 
Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C.  Hall, the Coleman Morse Center, the Marie P. DeBartolo Center for the 
Performing Arts and the Hammes-Mowbray Hall. 
 
Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C., was elected president-elect of the University of Notre Dame by the 
Board of Trustees on April 30, 2004, and became the University’s 17th president on July 1, 2005. 
Heserved the previous four years as vice president and associate provost. 
 
This is the history of the University of Notre Dame - the tradition which you are now a part.  We 
welcome you, thinking of the words with which the Basilica ends in St. Patrick’s Day Mass: “Deamfaidh 
siblise fos nios fearr,” Irish lines that say “You will do even greater things.” 
 
(Some information from this history was obtained in May 2005 from these University of Notre Dame web sites:
http://president.nd.edu/pages/history.shtml, http://newsinfo.nd.edu/content.cfm?topicid=145 and http://
newsinfo.nd.edu/content.cfm?topicid=148) 
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Carroll Hall: A Brief History

The building we now know as Carroll Hall was constructed in 1906 by Brother Charles Harding and christened 
Dujare after the founder of the order of the Holy Cross. Carroll was built with bricks that came from the old St. 
Mary’s Lake marl pits. These same bricks helped build a large part of the university, and are recognizable by 
their distinctive color. From the time it was built, the hall was used as a seminary for the Brothers of the Holy 
Cross. For a brief time in 1938, Blessed Brother Andre Bessate (now under consideration for sainthood) lived 
in this special building. In 1966, the Brothers sold the property to the University of Notre Dame. Upon this 
purchase, the University moved Carroll Hall, formerly located in a wing of the Main Building, to this location. 
Carroll Hall was named in honor of Charles Carroll, the cousin of Archbishop John Carroll. Charles was the only 
Catholic to sign the Declaration of Independence. After being moved to its current location, Carroll Hall began 
housing undergraduate male students and has done so ever since.  This year we celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the construction of our home.

Today, Carroll Hall serves as the only undergraduate residence hall on a lake, and its location over the western 
shoreline of the St. Mary’s lake is regarded as one of the best views on campus. The Carroll Hall mascot is “The 
Vermin.” The hall is known primarily for its distance from the rest of campus, but it is also known for being the 
smallest dormitory on campus and for having some of the largest rooms available at Notre Dame. The Vermin 
are few but proud, and the history of this building makes it one of the most special at the University.
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Hall Government and Hall Activities

Carroll Hall Government sponsors a wide range of opportunities for residents. Upon your arrival, we encour-
age you to get involved in any (or all) of the activities that interest you. Carroll’s hall commissioners run these 
events under the supervision of the Hall Presidents and Staff, and they capture dorm life at its best.

• During Football Season, Carroll Hall will host the pep rally the night before a home game. 
On that same weekend, we will operate a concession stand to raise money for Carroll Hall. 
We’ll also have other cookouts and social events throughout the year.

• Over 75% of Notre Dame students perform some type of service work while at the 
University. Carroll Hall will provide several service opportunities throughout the year, or you 
can get involved with one of the many campus-wide service events, such as Rebuilding 
Together—an annual program that helps low income families repair and improve their 
homes.

• Our hall traditionally sponsors one dance each semester—one formal dance, typically 
accompanying “A Carroll Christmas,” and one “SYR.” These are a great time to enjoy the evening 
with friends or with a date.

• Each hall sponsors a signature event, and Carroll Hall’s is perhaps one of the most unique.  Early 
in December, “A Carroll Christmas” takes place on the front lawn.  We serve food and refreshments 
for residents and guests, followed by caroling with a Notre Dame musical group (past groups 
include the Glee Club, Harmonia, and the Undertones), the ceremonial lighting of Notre Dame’s 
largest Christmas tree, and an evening of holiday fun.  Carroll is in the process of possibly adding 
an additional signature event.

• On several occasions throughout the year, we will sponsor social events with the women 
of our sister dorm, Lyons Hall. Whether it’s a joint hall mass, a cookout, a game watch, or a 
volleyball game, these events are always a blast, and are a great way to make friendships 
with these girls.

• Every year, Carroll Hall competes in the interhall athletic program sponsored by the 
university. We are often challenged by our size, but we make up the difference with our 
spirit. Get involved with your favorite sports, such as football, soccer, cross-country, 
baseball, basketball, volleyball, and many more.

Please note: to fund the various hall activities, all residents of Carroll Hall pay an annual tax. The tax this 
year is $90. Bring this with you when you arrive on campus.
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Hall Staff Profiles 

   

Rector 

 

Name: Father James B. Lewis, O.Carm. 
Hometown: Chicago, IL 
Degrees: Bachelor of Arts, Marquette University, 1972 
Master of Divinity, Washington Theological Union, 1985 
Master of Social Work, Loyola University of Chicago, 1996 
Room Number: 115 
Campus Involvement: Assessment Counselor, Office of Alcohol and 
Drug Education; Member of Campus Life Council and Rector Planning 
Group (OSA); Notre Dame Encounter 
Hobbies: Enjoying the Fine Arts in Chicago (theater and Chicago 
Symphony); Sudoku Master , doing life-long penance as a fan of the 
Chicago Cubs! 

 

Assistant Rector  

 

Name: Preston Carter 
Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Major: Political Science/Finance (Undergrad) 
Law (Grad) 
Room Number: 306 
Clubs and Activities: Law Review, Bengal Bouts,Tainted Fruit 
Legendary Law School 
Soccer 
Hobbies: Backpacking, Playing/Watching Soccer, Reading the Funny 
Pages, Singing 
in the Shower 

 

Assistant Rector  

 

Name: Patrick Murren  
Hometown: Camp Hill, PA  
Major: Civil Engineering, B.S. and M.S. 
Room Number: 402 
Clubs and Activities: Teach For America Alum-Greater New Orleans, 
ND Habitat for Humanity, CE Research, Former Carroll RA 
Hobbies:Basketball, Golf, Crossword Puzzles, Philadelphia Phillies, 
Unhealthy Amounts of Smash Brothers 
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Resident Assistant  

 

Name: Javier Andrés Soegaard 
Hometown: Bethel, CT  
Major: Theology and Spanish 
Room Number: 203 
Clubs and Activities: Four:7, Knights of Columbus, Right to Life, 
Sacristan,  FIDES, Carroll Hall (Rockin') Mass Band 
Hobbies: Music, Sports, Reading/Writing, Eating, International 
Espionage 

Resident Assistant  

 

Name: Michael Schmitt 
Hometown: Princeton, Massachusetts 
Major: Philosophy and Asian Studies 
Room Number: 216 
Clubs and Activities: An Assortment of Intramural Sports, Chinese 
Cultural Society  
Hobbies: Soccer, Golf, Tennis, Reading philosophy, Building Things 

Resident Assistant  

 

Name: Adam Miller 
Hometown: Mishawaka, IN 
Major: Physics in Medicine and Anthropology 
Room Number: 319 
Clubs and Activities: Electrical engineering research, Carroll activities, 
Interhall sports 
Hobbies: Playing sports, reading, watching movies, playing cards and 
games 

Resident Assistant  

 

Name: Jim Hrdlicka 
Hometown: Garfield Heights, OH 
Major: History 
Room Number: 425 
Clubs and Activities: Former Member of Student Senate, Carroll Hall 
Activities, History Department Events, Independent Research 
Hobbies: Reading, Running, British Politics, Traveling, Cleveland 
Cavaliers 
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President 

 

Name: Rob Wilson  
Hometown: Bellmore, New York  
Major: Economics 
Room Number: 205 
Clubs and Activities: Student Managers Organization, Carroll Interhall 
Sports 
Hobbies: Baseball, Basketball, Soccer, The New York Mets, Jetsking, 
Fishing, Music  

Vice President 

 

Name: Mike DeRusso  
Hometown: Rochester, New York  
Major: Accounting or Finance  
Room Number: 411  
Clubs and Activities: Entrepreneurship Society, Dorm Mass Band, 
Freshman Retreat Leader, Intramural Soccer and Basketball 
Hobbies:Golf, Basketball, Playing Guitar, Listening to Music, 
and Reading. 
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First Year Orientation Weekend 
August 21–23, 2009 

 
Friday, August 21 
 

9:00 am – Noon  Freshmen Move into Carroll 
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Picnic in Dining Halls 
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm  FYO Staff Introductions and In Hall Events 
10:00 pm – 12:00 am  Campus Walkaround 

 
Saturday, August 22 
 

9:00 am – 10:30 am  Breakfast and Scavenger Hunt with Breen 
Phillips Hall 

12:45 pm – 3:30 pm Official Orientation Program at JACC 
3:30 pm – 6:00 pm FYO Academic Exploration Sessions 
7:00 pm  Finger foods and beverages available in 

Carroll Hall 
8:00 pm – 10:00 pm Hall Staff Meeting 
10:00 pm – 11:00 pm  Walkover to Domerfest with Badin Hall 
11:00 pm – 1:00 am  Domerfest at JACC 

 
Sunday, August 23 
 

8:30 - 9:30 am   Continental Breakfast at the JACC 
10:00 am - 11:30 am   Eucharistic Liturgy for students and 

parents at the JACC 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm   Box lunch at the JACC for students and 

parents 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm   “Spirit of ND” presentation at the JACC 

featuring the Marching Band, Glee Club, 
Cheerleaders, and more 

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm   South Quad Cup with Lyons Hall, Badin 
Hall, and Fisher Hall 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm   Four Corners of Campus Event with Lewis 
Hall, Knott Hall, and Ryan Hall 

5:00 pm   Dinner Break 
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm   Ice Cream with Lewis Hall and Siegfried 

Hall 
8:00 pm - 9:00 pm   Open Football Practice in the Stadium 
9:00 pm - 10:00 pm   Bonfire with Howard Hall 
10:00 pm - 11:00 pm   Mass at Carroll Hall 
11:00 pm   Dorm Reception 
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Helpful Web Links

These websites contain tons of useful information about Carroll Hall and 
Notre Dame—be sure to check them out.

• 	 Carroll Hall Website:
	 http://www.nd.edu/~carroll/

•	 Office of Residence Life and Housing’s Carroll Hall page (Provides a hall floor plan, photos of 
		  the hall, and general information):
	 http://www.nd.edu/~orlh/halls/carroll/

•	 Interactive Campus Map and Directions to Campus:
	 http://www.nd.edu/maps/

•	 First Year of Studies Website:
	 http://www.nd.edu/~fys/

•	 NDToday—A popular webpage for Notre Dame Students. The site contains various resources, 
		  including evaluations of ND professors
	 http://www.ndtoday.com

• Live Webcams—See what is going on right now at Notre Dame!
	 http://www.nd.edu/aboutnd/about/sights/livewebcams.shtml

• Food Services—Provides information on the Dining Halls, meal plans, and flex points
	 http://food.nd.edu/

• RecSports—Notre Dame athletic recreation including fitness classes and sports
	 http://recsports.nd.edu/
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What To Do

College isn’t all books and studying. Notre Dame offers a wide variety of 
activities to keep yourself entertained on the nights and weekends.

On Campus Activities
• Concerts: A wide variety of bands come to Notre Dame every year. Recent acts have included Third 

Eye Blind, Ben Folds, OK Go, Lupe Fiasco, Jack’s Mannequin, and others. Up-and-coming bands 
perform at Legends almost every weekend.  Campus bands frequently perform in various venues 
and, in addition, “Acousticafe” is held every Thursday evening in the Lafortune Student Center. At 
Acousticafe, student musical acts sign up for fifteen minute slots and perform original songs and 
covers (if you can ignore the fact that an abnormal number of songs are Dave Matthews Band covers, 
you’ll have a great time).

• Dances: Each hall sponsors dances throughout the year, so it’s in your best interest to get to 
know some of the women of Notre Dame and secure yourself an invitation.

• Movies: SUB sponsors movies every Thursday through Saturday night in Debartolo Hall. The movies 
are $3.00 apiece. Some past features have been Cloverfield, I Am Legend, Atonement, and others.

• Speakers: There are almost continuous opportunities to hear the opinions and ideas of a wide variety 
of speakers at Notre Dame. Some of this recent speakers include congressman Joe Donnelley, Frank 
Warren, several actors from the Office, and many others.

• Theater: Notre Dame and St. Mary’s both host numerous theatrical productions throughout the 
year. The performances range from Shakespeare to sketch comedy. Tickets usually may be 
purchased in the Lafortune Student Center Box Office.

• The Debartolo Performing Arts Center is a great place to see world class musicians, theater, and 
independent / foreign films.  Since it has been open, the Chieftans, the New York Philharmonic, Ravi 
Shankar, and many others have graced the stage of the DPAC.

Off Campus Activities
• Concerts: The Morris Civic Auditorium, located in downtown South Bend, is home to its own 

concerts. The South Bend Symphony Orchestra also performs on a regular basis.
• Movies: There are several movie theaters in the area, most notably the Cinemark Movies 14, 

which is about two miles from campus.
• Theater: The South Bend Broadway Theater League, the Michiana Opera Guild, and South 

Bend’s own ballet troupe are responsible for many productions throughout the year. These 
are generally located at the Morris Center for the Performing Arts. Also, many campus 
organizations sponsor trips to Chicago where you can see some of the latest hits.
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Where To Study

We said that college isn’t all books and studying, but work is a priority 
too. Here are some of the local hot spots for studying and group work. 
After a while, you’ll have your own favorite study spot.

• Hesburgh Library: One of the most popular study spots on campus. The first two floors have 
lots of large tables that are ideal for group work, and the upper levels have cubicles for those 
serious cram sessions.  The most popular area, though, is the newly renovated basement which 
offers comfortable chairs, couches and booths.

• Library Branches: There are many extensions to the main library facilities across campus that 
are open for studying, like the architecture, math, earth science, law, life science, and chemistry/
physics libraries.

• Bond Hall: The recently renovated Bond Hall library is one of the most elegant study spots on 
campus. It has plenty of space, and luxurious leather couches (although they will probably be 
taken by an arkie catching a nap).

• LaFortune: There are open areas on each of the four floors where you can study. The basement 
was recently renovated with nice couches and chairs. Plus, it’s got easy access to study vitals from 
the Huddle Mart, Starbucks, Subway, Burger King, and Sbarro.

• Study Lounges: Every dorm is equipped with lounges for studying, a great option if your roomie 
has gone to bed.

• DeBartolo Hall: This home to many of your classes also has a large study area on the west end 
of the first floor. It’s spacious, vending-machine equipped, and next door to the DeBartolo comput-
er lab. Plus, the entire west wall is glass, so you can at least look outside if it’s a nice day. 

• Coleman-Morse Lounge: The crème de la crème of campus study lounges: comfy couches and 
chairs, wood paneling, a fireplace, and—most important—free soft drinks, coffee, and popcorn.
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What Do I Bring?

Most of you have never had to pack for an entire year before, so here are some 
suggestions to help you get started. This isn’t list of things you need, just some 
ideas. Remember, you can always get what you need once you get to school if 
you forget something or need something new. You may want to get in touch with 
your future roommates once you have their information so you can split the big 
items—TV, refrigerator, etc.  Also, most rooms are able to accommodate some 
small pieces of furniture or a futon.

Clothes
	  underwear	  socks	  T-shirts	  shorts	  pants
	  swimsuit	  sweats	  pajamas	  bathrobe	  hats
	  gloves	  sweaters	  jackets (lightweight, winter, rain)
	  shoes (dress, sandals, boots, athletic)

Personal Care
	  soap	  shampoo	  toothbrush	  toothpaste	  floss
	  razor	  shaving cream	  deodorant	  comb	  Kleenex
	  first aid kit	  towels	  wash cloth	  shower caddie

For The Room
	  alarm clock	  fan	  desk lamp	  stereo	  carpet	
	  hangers	  sheets (long twin)	  pillows	  blanket	  bedspread
	  power strip	  laundry bag

Other
	  gym bag	  backpack	  money	  checkbook	  stamps
	  wallet	  keychain	  watch	  posters	  CDs/Movies	
	  school supplies	  snack foods	  laundry detergent	  Quarters for laundry 

Things To Consider
	  refrigerator	  computer	  bicycle and lock	  camera and film	  television	
	  VCR / DVD 	  tool kit	  water filter	  video games (at your GPA’s risk)

Things Not To Bring
	  microwave	  toaster	  hot plate	  candles	  incense
	  answering machine
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Frequently Asked Questions

What do I do about laundry?
There are two options for laundry: St. Michael’s Laundry Service or do it yourself. St. Michael’s will do your 
laundry for you every week for about $80 per semester. They even collect and deliver the laundry for no ex-
tra charge. If you would prefer to do your own laundry, Carroll Hall is equipped with a laundry room in the 
basement. The machines in this room run on quarters ($1.50 per laundry cycle, $1.00 per dryer cycle). Newly 
installed last year, Carroll Hall laundry machines now can be paid with Domer Dollars with the easy swipe of 
your ID card, a great alternative to hauling quarters around, plus there’s a minor discount if you pay this way. 
Doing laundry for yourself will usually save you a few bucks.

What should I do for money?
The main option is the Notre Dame Federal Credit Union. NDFCU has a branch in the basement of the 
Lafortune Student Center, and has numerous ATM’s across campus. These are located in the main 
building, South Dining Hall, North Dining Hall, the JACC, the Bookstore, and Lafortune Student Center 
(among other locations). However, it is not necessary to open an account with NDFCU if all you need 
is ATM service—as a credit union, NDFCU does not charge a service fee for use of their ATMs, regard-
less of whether you have an account with them.

What are Parietals?
Parietals refer to the hours from 12am-9am on weekdays, and 2am-9am on Friday and Saturday. Dur-
ing this time, members of the opposite sex are not allowed into the upper floors of the dorms. Each 
dorm has a designated 24 hour space (in most, but not all cases this means the first floor), so don’t 
worry—you can still hang out with your female friends after parietals begin.

What meal plans are available?
Notre Dame Food Services provides two options: the first is the 21 meal plan, which consists of 3 meals per 
day, 7 days a week in either of the two dining halls. The second (and most popular) option is the Flex 14 plan, 
which allows students 14 meals per week (to be eaten during any of the meal periods—the only rule is that 
you can’t go more than once per period), as well as about $300 dollars credited to the student’s ID (Flex 
points) usable at on campus restaurants such as Burger King, Subway, Sbarro, Starbucks, the Huddle Mart (an 
on campus convenience store), Reckers (a 24 hour student café), Greenfields, Waddicks, and more.  It should 
be noted, though, that most all students use Flex 14 and are completely satisfied.  In fact, many don’t even 
use all 14 meals.

Are there places to worship on campus?
As the University is affiliated with the Catholic Church, there are many options for worship on campus, 
from the Basilica, to the Grotto, to the chapels in each residence hall. Carroll has mass every sunday 
night, plus on Tuesday and Wednesday nights during the week.  Campus ministry can work with non-
catholic students to provide rides to off-campus services.

Should I bring a telephone/answering machine?
In previous years, each room was equipped with a phone for making on-campus calls, and long distance 
plans were available.  Beginning last year, however, in-room telephone service is optional and costs $84 per 
semester.  Many students prefer to use their cell phones, especially for long distance calls.  Should you opt for 
the in-room phone plan, your room will be equipped with a phone.
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Should I bring a television?
There are two common rooms in Carroll equipped with televisions that are available for resident use, but many 
students prefer to have a television in their rooms.  In-room cable television is provided as part of the standard 
housing package.

Should I bring a bicycle?
Carroll Hall is rather far from the center of campus. A bike can help cut down on the long trip to class, 
and there are bike racks directly outside of the hall.  Be sure to bring a lock.

What’s the weather like?
South Bend weather is fairly unpredictable. Though the early fall and late spring are usually hot and hu-
mid, winter starts early and lasts for a long time. Therefore, it is advisable to pack warm clothes. Often 
times, students who know they will be going home for fall break prefer to cycle their wardrobes—that 
is, they bring home their summer clothes and take heavy jackets and sweaters back to school in their 
place.

What time is it?
This used to be an issue for Notre Dame Students, but as of the end of the 2005-2006 school year 
South Bend has been on Eastern Standard Time all year.

Should I bring a refrigerator?
Students are allowed to have refrigerators up to 5 cubic feet in size. This means your typical “mini-
fridge.” Many students enjoy having a fridge in their room so they can buy snacks and drinks in bulk 
instead of having to use a vending machine every time they want a Coke.

Should I bring a microwave?
No. Students are not allowed to have microwaves or other high wattage appliances (e.g. toasters, por-
table grills) in their rooms.  There’s a microwave conveniently located in the first floor kitchen. 

Are there actual vermin in Carroll Hall?
No. Carroll Hall is kept very clean by our houskeepers, with the assistance of the hall staff, so be sure 
to thank them for their hard work.

What about Carpet?
Students are allowed to carpet their rooms. You can either buy standard size rugs or, if you’re feeling 
ambitious, by a large sheet of carpet and cut it to the dimensions of your room. There are several op-
tions for purchasing carpet once you get to school, so it’s not necessary to bring one with you.

What should I do if I have other questions?
If you need more information or any help once you get here, feel free to ask your RA’s, our AR, Fr. Jim, 
or any of the upperclassmen—we’ll all be happy to help. If you need answers now, or are unsure about 
anything, feel free to call us or send us an email from the information listed at the end of each welcome 
letter.
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Acoustic Café:  Event Thursday nights in LaFortune 
Student Center or Legends of Notre Dame often 
frequented by students in need of a study break.  The 
café is a great place for students to display their musical 
talents (or lack thereof ).  
 
Administration Building:  Often called the Golden Dome or 
simply the Dome, the administration building is the most 
recognizable feature of Notre Dame’s campus.  Complete 
with a statue of Mary, the building is located in the center 
of campus and can be seen from almost anywhere on 
campus. 
 
AFS ID:  This is now known as your NETID. 
 
Alum:  An ND grad.    
 
An Tostal:  Yearly tradition celebrating the final full week of 
classes.  Plenty of free t-shirts, games and events for all 
to enjoy. 
 
Bengal Bouts:  Student boxing tournament held 
every year as a fundraiser for Holy Cross Missions in 
Bangladesh.  Not only do you get to help out a good 
cause, but you also get to see your roommate take a few 
swings at the kid who knows all the answers from your 
calculus class. 
 
Bookstore Basketball:  Largest 5 on 5 basketball 
tournament in the world.  With over 500 teams competing 
every year, this tournament is truly a sight to see. 
 
BP:  Breen-Phillips Hall, a female dorm located on North 
Quad. 
 
Broadwing:  ND’s long distance phone service available 
on campus. 
 
CCE:  The Center for Continuing Education, located 
behind the old Post Office and DeBartolo Hall, in 
McKenna Hall. 
 
COBA:  former name for Mendoza College of Business, 
located next to DeBartolo Hall. 
 
COMO:  The Coleman-Morse Center.  The building on 
South Quad that houses First Year of Studies, Campus 

Ministry, a computer cluster, and 24-hour space that 
offers free popcorn and soda (or pop for you mid-western 
people). 
 
CSC:  The Center for Social Concerns.  The CSC is the 
place to go if interested in service projects and volunteer 
opportunities. 
 
C.S.C.:  Initials to designate members of the Holy Cross 
Religious Order.  Don’t get the two “CSC’s” confused. 

D6:  Student parking lot located behind the Rock. 
 
D2000:  Student name for parking lot across from the 
Riehle Playing Fields (formerly Stepan Fields).  As the 
name indicates, it’s quite a hike from most dorms. 
 
D.A.R.T.:  Direct Access Registration by Terminal:   It 
allowed students to register for their next semester’s 
courses. Registration is now done on-line using insideND 
 
DeBartolo Hall:  Classroom building where most freshman 
classes will be held.   
 
Detex:  Card that you swipe to get into your dorm, instead 
of a key.  Though not all dorms have this yet, most will in 
the near future. 
 
DPAC:  Short for DeBartolo Performing Arts Center.  May 
also be called the PAC. 
 
Dog Book:  The freshman register with the names and 
photos of the entire freshman class.  Often used to find 
last minute date for SYR or ...well really that’s all it’s used 
for. 
 
Domer:  Any ND student, past or present. 
 
du Lac:  Student handbook outlining all the rules and 
regulations at Notre Dame. 
 
Fall Break:  While most schools only get a few days off, 
the administration rewards us for our hard work with 
a whole week off during October.  This is usually the 
first time you have the opportunity to return home since 
August, although some students choose to stay on 
campus or participate in service projects. 

Domer Dictionary

After a few days at Notre Dame, you’ll soon become aware that Notre Dame is quite unique. In fact, 
students even have their own vocabulary. Although you may be confused at first, in no time you’ll 
know exactly what is meant when a student says that “He’s on his way from MCOB to LaFun to get 
some quarter dogs” or that “She’ll meet you at Stonehenge before the SYR.” Don’t worry, you’ll figure 
it out soon enough....but just in case you’re curious here’s a brief compilation of some of the vocabu-
lary used at ND.
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Fieldhouse Mall:  Open area between Cavanaugh Hall 
and Stonehenge fountain.  Warm weather brings campus 
bands, barbecues, and other fun things to do instead of 
studying. 
 
Flex Points:  The dollars that accompany the Flex 14 
meal plan that can be used to buy some tasty snacks and 
beverages at the Huddle, Burger King, Reckers, and other 
campus food locations.  All you do is swipe your ID and it 
comes out of your account. 
 
FYO:  First year orientation. 
 
God Quad:  Home to the Dome, the Basilica, Sorin 
College, Walsh hall and the statues of Jesus and Father 
Sorin. 
 
Grab ’N Go:  Convenient brown-bag breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner available from 7am to 7pm when classes are in 
session. 
 
The Grotto:  Replica of the Grotto of Lourdes, France 
where students can come to light a candle and spend 
some quiet time in reflection and prayer. 
 
Hammes Bookstore at the Eck Center:  The Bookstore 
and Bookstore Café. 
 
Hammes-Mowbray Hall:  New building on campus by 
Stepan Center.  Houses the Notre Dame Post Office and 
ND Security/Police. 

Hesburgh:  13 story Library with the mosaic of Touchdown 
Jesus on its façade.  Also home to former University 
President Fr. Theodore Hesburgh (also the reason why 
you can’t go all the way up to the 13th floor...he lives 
there). 
 
Huddle Mart:  Small Convenient store in LaFortune where 
students can purchase food, drinks, toiletries, notebooks, 
and other base essentials such as the infamous Quarter 
Dogs. 
 
insideND:  Campus Portal which allows you access to 
Class Registration, Irish Link, etc.  This site provides 
convenient access to Notre Dame Web services for 
students, faculty, and staff. With more than 100 content 
channels, the information you need is at your fingertips. 
 
Joyce Center:  This venue houses numerous campus 
events such as basketball, volleyball, ice hockey games, 
pep rallies, concerts, and lectures.  Don’t be caught 
calling it the JACC (the Joyce Athletic & Convention 
Center). 
 
JPW:  Junior Parents Weekend. 

 
LaFun:  LaFortune Student Center. 
 
Legends:  The restaurant, pub and programming venue.  
Brings in live entertainment and has a nightclub open late 
nights on Thursday, Friday and Saturday Nights. 
 
Library Circle:  Pick up/drop off spot at the east end of the 
Hesburgh Library. 
 
Main Circle:  Pick up/drop off spot near the old post office 
at the main campus entrance on Notre Dame Avenue. 
 
MCOB:  Mendoza College of Business. 
 
Michiana:  The name of the region along the border of 
Michigan and Indiana, including South Bend. 
 
Mod Quad:  Home to Knott Hall, Siegfried Hall, 
Pasquerilla East, and Pasquerilla West. 
 
Monk:   Affectionate nickname of the former University 
President Father Edward A. Malloy. 
 
NDTV:  The new cable cast student run TV station. 
 
NET ID:  A computer ID name that, along with your 
password, gives you access to the Notre Dame network 
from almost any computer on campus. 
 
North Quad:  Home to BP, Cavanaugh, Farley, Lewis, St. 
Ed’s, Stanford, Keenan, and Zahm. 
 
Observer:  Campus newspaper you’ll grow to love. 
 
O’Shag:  O’Shaughnessy Hall, location of many Arts and 
Letters classes, departmental offices, and Waddick’s 
Café.  O’Shag is also recognizable by the perpetually 
slow clock on its façade.  This clock was also the center of 
some controversy when the University decided to remove 
the hands completely, some say to symbolize the timeless 
nature of the University; others say they did it just to 
confuse the students. 
 
Parietals:  du Lac regulation that outlines visitation hours 
in dorms of the opposite sex.  From 12am to 9am on 
Monday through Thursday, from 2am to 9am on Friday 
and Saturday, and from 12:30 to 9am on Sundays, 
members of the opposite sex are only allowed in the 24-
hour space in the dorms. 
 
PE:  Pasquerilla East, woman’s dorm located on Mod 
Quad. 
 
PW:  Pasquerilla West, women’s dorm located on Mod 
Quad as well. 
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The Pit:  Social area in the basement of the library, 
complete with snacks, change machines, and pay 
phones. 
 
Pop:  Midwestern term for Soda. 
 
Quarter Dogs:  Infamous hot dogs available in LaFortune 
for a quarter after 12am on weeknights.  Although they 
may only be a quarter, you don’t want to eat too many of 
them. 
 
RA:  Resident Assistant, a senior in each section of the 
dorm who guides the dorm life of the students. 
 
RecSports:  Intramural sports program at Notre Dame. 
 
Rector:  Basically the person in charge of each dorm, i.e., 
the responsible adult. 
 
The Rock:  The Rockne Memorial Gymnasium located at 
the foot of the South Quad. 
 
Rolfs:  Athletic facility which is open to all students. 
 
Soda:  What normal people say when they are referring to 
soft drinks. 
 
The Shirt:  Football shirt that students wear to all the 
football games. 
 
SMC:  St. Mary’s College; an all women’s school located 
adjacent to Notre Dame. 
 
South Quad:  Home to O’Shag and the Rock and 
everything in between. 
 
Stepan Center:  The round, geodesic dome at East Gate.  Don’t 
mix this up with Stepan Chemistry Hall. 
 
Stonehenge:  War Memorial Fountain located at the foot 
of North Quad. 
 
SUB:  Student Union Board that organizes activities for 
students. 
 
SYR:  Formerly known as “screw your roommate”, now 
changed to mean “set-up your roommate”, the SYR is a 
semi-formal dance. 
 
TA:  Teaching assistant; most large classes have TAs to 
assist the professor. 
 
Tailgate:  Pre-game festivities, usually occurring in the 
parking lot by the stadium, before all football games. 

Touchdown Jesus:  Nickname of the mosaic on the side 
of the library facing the stadium.  You’ll see why it was so 

named when you arrive. 
 
Tutorial:  Discussion session, usually on Fridays, for large 
classes to discuss. 
 
West Quad:  Home to the newest dorms on campus, 
McGlinn, Welsh Family, Keough, and O’Neill.  These halls 
were opened up in 1997 and 1998; however, are still 
considered new. 
 
WSND:  Student-run fine arts radio. 
 
WVFI:  Student-run progressive station on the second 
floor of LaFortune. 
 

 Lyrics -Notre Dame Victory March 
 Rally sons of Notre Dame 
 Sing her glory and sound her fame, 
 Raise her Gold and Blue 
 And cheer with voices true: 
 Rah, rah, for Notre Dame 
 We will fight in every game, 
 Strong of heart and true to her name 
 We will ne’er forget her 
 And will cheer her ever 
 Loyal to Notre Dame 
 
 Cheer, cheer for old Notre Dame, 
 Wake up the echoes cheering her name, 
 Send a volley cheer on high, 
 Shake down the thunder from the sky. 
 What though the odds be great or small 
 Old Notre Dame will win over all, 
 While her loyal sons are marching 
 Onward to victory. 

 Lyrics – Notre Dame, Our Mother (Alma Mater) 
As one final unifying act before leaving the stadium after 
a football game, students both past and present join arms 
and sway to the Alma Mater.  Like the Fight Song, the 
Alma Mater will serve as an eternal reminder of your time 
spent at the University of Notre Dame. 
 
 Notre Dame, our Mother 
 Tender, strong, and true 
 Proudly in thy heavens, 
 Gleams thy gold and blue. 
 Glory’s mantle cloaks thee 
 Golden is they fame, 
 And our hearts forever, 
 Praise thee Notre Dame, 
 And our hearts forever, 
 Love thee Notre Dame. 

The Domer Dictionary was originally written by Student Government 



freshmen orientation 

PARENT INFORMATION

h e s b u r g h  l i b r a r y



Hello Parents, 
 
Congratulations on your son’s achievements and his acceptance into the university. Carroll Hall is truly a 
special place and I mean it when I say that I have formed a countless number of friendships with good people. 
Being somewhat far from most things on campus, a Carroll bond is significantly more than just an 
acquaintance. Your son will be in great hands here at Carroll, and I will do everything in my power to ensure a 
welcoming atmosphere. Our Hall Staff is one of a kind, and the family created here is truly one of the most 
unique experiences I have ever had. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact me at 
ANY time and I will do my best to answer all questions. Thanks you and I really look forward to meeting you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mitchell Speer 
FYO Commissioner 
 

Directions to Carroll Hall 
 
• From US 31/ IN State Road 9-33/ N. Michigan Ave. (different names for the same road) (West) – 
Coming off the Toll Road, NOTRE DAME exit, turn right onto Michigan Ave./US 31/ IN 9-33. Going South on 
N. Michigan Ave, turn left at the Dorr Road entrance to campus. The WNDU TV station should be at the 
corner. Once on Dorr Road, turn LEFT into the D6 parking lot. Continue to the far back left hand corner, and 
Carroll Hall will be adjacent to the parking lot. 
(***This is the suggested route. It is the shortest and quickest, and it avoids major on-campus traffic.) 

- A secondary route is available from this entrance if you desire to drive down our own Carroll Drive. 
While this is not necessary, some enjoy the road itself, and it gets you 10 feet closer for the unloading 
process. For this route, take the Dorr Road entrance, and go straight until you come to a “T” intersection. 
Turn left, and then another quick left onto Carroll Drive. The dorm will be straight ahead. Continue on 
the driveway to the left of the dorm and find a parking space. 

 
• From the Bookstore entrance (South) – Continue on the entrance road. The road will curve, and you will 
be able to see the golf course on your left. Shortly after you pass the clubhouse, you will come to a stop sign. 
Go straight through the stop sign and look for Carroll Drive on your left. Turn left on Carroll Drive and you will 
see the dorm straight ahead. Continue on the driveway to the left of the dorm and find a parking space. 
 
• From the Wilson Drive entrance (North) – Continue on the entrance road. You will go down a hill, with 
a lake on your right, and you will come to a stop sign at a three way intersection. On the left you will be able to 
see a walking path leading to the Grotto. Continue straight through the stop sign, then look for Carroll Drive. It 
will be the next road on the right. turn Right on Carroll Drive and you will see the dorm straight ahead. 
Continue on the driveway to the left of the dorm and find a parking space. 
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