The Family Studies Center
Research Opportunities with Dr. Mark Cummings
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The Family Studies Center is looking for hard-working and enthusiastic students to work as research assistants on either one of two large-scale longitudinal projects. Be a member of an exciting team researching the effects of family functioning on child & adolescent development. Participate in some of the following activities:

· Work directly with parents & teens
· Learn valuable skills collecting & analyzing data
· Learn more about how conflict (marital & parent-teen) affects children and families
· Learn how other family factors affect children & families
· Gain a competitive edge for graduate school
· Attend & present work at national research conferences

We request a minimum commitment of 2 semesters & expect 9 hours of self-initiated work per week. 
**Summer employment opportunities are available for promising undergraduate research assistants.**

Sign up for Family Research Methods, Research Lab Jr, or Research Lab Sr with Dr. E. Mark Cummings 

For more information, please contact Courtney Boise (cboise@nd.edu) or Ashley Carlin (acarlin1@nd.edu) 
The Family Studies Center
Research Opportunities with Dr. Mark Cummings
 (
The Family Communication Project
: Tune in and Listen Up!
Translational research at its best! This PREVENTION project works with teens and their parents to improve family communication and adolescent well-being. 
Work directly with
 
Families!
 You’ll have the opportunity to be trained as 
Communication Coaches
 facilitating constructive family communication. You’ll receive in-depth training and practice using active-listening techniques. Part of your time will be spent 
playing games
 and participating in activities that will make learning about communication fun and exciting for the teens and their families
 – we use 
movie clips, games, and role-playing to teach adolescents and their parents effective ways to communicate with each other.
) (
OR
) (
The Me and My Family Project
This project has followed a group of children and their families from the community 
from kindergarten to high school
! We assess everything from the way families deal with conflict, to adolescents’ social functioning. This UNIQUE, large-scale research project will provide you with the 
chance
 to be involved 
with
 
multiple aspects
 of Family Research.
  Learning an observational coding system is one of the exciting opportunities offered in this project.  This type of training is impressive to potential graduate schools.  And with such a large dataset, you can become involved in
 
conference presentations, publications
 and 
senior thesis
 work. It’s a very exciting time to be a part of the Me and My Family Project!
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