Final Essay Exam

"Ten Images of Hell in the Twentieth Century"

Jim McAdams decides to hold a Soirée at his apartment in Paris.  He is in a playful mood, so he chooses to invite people who would not normally get together.  They are:
1.  Jeffrey Sheler;

2.  Gen. Anthony Jones and Gen. George Fay, a.k.a. "the generals" (the Abu Ghraib investigation);
3.  John Lennon (yes, rumors of his death were exaggerated); and,

4.  You!

He sends each of you the following elegantly inscribed invitation:
	◊ Chez McAdams ◊

Please join me at my home on the Rue d'Arendt for a lively evening of drinks and discussion.

Our topic will be:  "If there is no real Hell, we would still have to invent one to keep humanity from destroying itself."
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How will the other guests respond to this statement?  Will they agree with it, or disagree?  Once they have expressed their views, what stand will you take and why?
Please write an essay of no more than 3-4 typed, double-spaced pages of careful reasoning in which you respond to these questions.  Your essay should follow a single, logically-coherent line of thought from beginning to end.

Make sure the reader knows where you stand.  Use evidence to support your argument. Cite your readings.
This question is structured so that you will automatically be considering counterarguments.  Make sure that you take them into account at every step of the way in formulating your argument.  By the end of the dinner, you want McAdams to say that you provided the most cogent response.
Advice #1:  The best way to write this essay is to identify the key issue behind this discussion topic.  Once you have done that, you will find it much easier to identify the stands you and your discussion partners will take.  Ask yourself:  Why would McAdams pose this question?  What is at stake?  Why would people care?
Advice #2:  An important lesson of this course is that you absolutely must begin to write your essay immediately.  If you write a rough draft now, you will find it much easier to go back in a few days and reflect upon your answer.  Then, write more, reread, and then write some more.
You already know that I will not expect your paper to be perfect.  However, it should be clear by now that you should simply write the best paper you have ever written in your life.  Remember your course priorities!
This paper is due at the Nanovic Institute, 211 Brownson, by 4:30 p.m., next Wednesday, May 10.
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