Window to Paris

Russia and France, 1993

Directed by Yuri Mamin

Questions for class discussion, week of April 19. 
1. What do you make of the Pied Piper motif in this film? Do you think using music as a form of social control is portrayed positively or negatively?

2. What is attractive about French culture to the Russians in this film? What are their criticisms of it?

3. How does the Russians' interpretation of capitalism differ from the "real thing"? Do you think the Soviet past has anything to do with this difference?

4. Nikolai is reading the ghost scene from Pushkin's "The Queen of Spades" to his class when he is interrupted by the delivery of new computers. How does the film later play upon the plot and characters of the Pushkin story?

5. How is emigration from Russia to the West characterized in this film? Are you surprised?

6. How do the French woman's experiences in Russia call into question the film's romanticization of the motherland?

7. Czar Peter the Great founded St. Petersburg to be a "window on the West"--a seaport that would bring Western enlightenment, culture, and goods into Russia. How does the film's plot comment ironically on this historical background?

8. The Soviet past is represented in this film with a mix of nostalgia and ridicule. Give some examples.

9. What does Window to Paris imply about the possibility of the coexistence of art and capitalism? What relevance does this issue have for the post-Soviet film industry, and for this film in particular?

10. How do you interpret the film's final scene? What vision of Russia's future does it offer? Consider the scene's formal aspects as well as its content.

11. Do you think this film is any more or less didactic than Sideburns, Russian Ark, or Urga? Explain.

