Urga (Close to Eden)

USSR, Mongolia, and France, 1991

Directed by Nikita Mikhalkov

Questions for class discussion, week of April 12. 
1. In what ways does the film evoke the indigenous Mongolian way of life?

2. What foreign elements intrude into this formerly isolated territory on the border of Russia and China? How do Gombo and his family respond to them, and how does the film portray that response?

3. How is the landscape used to present the different viewpoints of the Russian (Sergei) and the Mongolians?

4. Describe the gender roles in the relationship of Gombo and Pagma.

5. How does the filmmaker blur the boundary between realism and symbolism? Give some specific examples.

6. What is the significance of each part of the film’s title (i.e., “Urga” and “Close to Eden”)? (Note: The original Russian title of the film was Urga, or, The Country of Love—does this mean something different than the English title?)

7. Who is Bayartou? What does he represent?

8. What role does music play in this film?

9. How does this film use allegory and nostalgia to draw parallels between the Russian and Mongolian cultural situations?

10. What is the function of the epilogue? Do you think it adds or detracts from the film’s overall impact?

