The Thief

Russia and France, 1997

Directed by Pavel Chukhrai

Questions for class discussion, week of January 26. 
1. What is the symbolism of the opening scene (depicting Sanya’s birth)?

2. Why is it important that Tolya claims to be Stalin’s son?

3. How do Katya and Sanya feel about Tolya, and how do their relationships with him develop as the film progresses?

4. What is the symbolic significance of the circus?

5. How does Tolya define masculinity? How is Sanya affected by this definition?

6. What changes can be observed in Sanya as a result of Tolya’s influence and actions?

7. Why doesn’t Katya leave Tolya?

8. What is the significance and symbolism of the scene that takes place outside the prison walls?

9. What is the symbolism of the final encounter between Sanya and Tolya? How might this scene relate the film as a whole to the identity crisis of post-Soviet Russia?

10. Why do you think the film is narrated by a grown-up, present-day Sanya?

