Taxi Blues

USSR and France, 1990

Directed by Pavel Lungin

Questions for class discussion, week of February 2. 
1. How would you describe Lyosha and Shlykov (personalities, attitudes, habits, ambitions, lifestyles, physical appearance)?

2. What are Shlykov’s motivations in trying to reform Lyosha?

3. What stereotypes does each character have about the other, and how do these stereotypes influence their judgments and expectations of one another?

4. How is Lyosha’s Jewishness presented in the film, and how does it color Shlykov’s attitude toward  him?

5. What American elements do you see in this film, and why are they important? What do you think are the two main characters’ attitudes toward America?

6. How is the city of Moscow presented in the film, and what role does it play?

7. What does music do for Lyosha, and what does it represent to Shlykov?

8. Watch for instances when Shlykov tries to use physical violence in order to live up to the Soviet masculine ideal. Why does he feel the need to do this? Is he successful?

9. How would you interpret the symbolism of the film’s final scene (the car chase and its aftermath)?

10. If the two main characters are read allegorically, what opposing entities might they represent?

11. Does the film ultimately take a moral stance, or does it remain ambiguous?

