Prisoner of the Mountains

Russia and Kazakhstan, 1996

Directed by Sergei Bodrov

Questions for class discussion, week of February 23. 
1. What is the function of the opening scene in Moscow?

2. What personality types are Vanya Zhilin and Sasha Kostylin? What are their personal histories? What is their relationship with one another? What might they each represent?

3. How do the plot and message of the film diverge from the Tolstoy short story on which it is based? Explain the different authorial/directorial perspective in each work.

4. If we read this film as an allegory, what do you think is its message?

5. If we read this film as a specific commentary on the Chechen war, what is/are its message(s)?

6. What are some symbolic elements in this film? What is their function?

7. Comment on the relationships between various character pairs in the film: e.g., Vanya and Dina, the two prisoners and Hassan, Abdul and Vanya’s mother.

8. Why is the landscape featured so prominently?

9. How is the Russian military bureaucracy portrayed? How is this portrayal related to the film’s overall message?

10. What do you read into the fates of each of the major characters at the end of the film?

