Lilya 4-Ever

Sweden, 2003

Directed by Lukas Moodysson

Questions for class discussion, week of February 16. 
1. What is the psychological effect on the viewer of the way the film is framed by identical opening and closing sequences? What impression is created by the hand-held camerawork throughout?

2. What parallels do you see between Lilya’s relationship with her mother on the one hand, and with Volodya on the other?

3. What is the symbolic significance of the deserted submarine base? How can you characterize the other physical spaces in which the film’s action takes place?

4. What roles do adults play in this film?

5. Despite the film’s storyline, certain key scenes and themes preserve a sense of Lilya’s childish innocence. What are some of these?

6. What are Lilya’s and Volodya’s escape routes from their present predicament?

7. What are the different ways that sexual acts are represented in the film? How does the film escape the danger of voyeurism?

8. What are some of Lilya’s character flaws, and what role do they play in her unfolding story?

9. In what ways does Lilya’s fate become representative of a broad social problem, and in what ways does she retain her uniqueness and individuality?

10. Think critically about the notion of victimization as it is presented in this film. Is Lilya a stereotypical victim? Why or why not?

11. Given that Moodysson is a Swedish director, what do you think his agenda was in making this film?

