House of Fools

Russia and France, 2002

Directed by Andrei Konchalovsky

Questions for class discussion, week of March 1. 
1. Portraying an insane asylum as a microcosm of the outside world, whose inmates are more sane than the sane, is a cinematic cliché. Does this film follow the cliché, or not?

2. Why Bryan Adams??? What role does he play in the film?

3. Give some examples of cinematographic techniques that set the tone for the film. What about music?

4. Each in his/her own way, Zhanna, Ali, and Vika (the middle-aged matron) are leaders of the community of asylum residents. Explain the role of each.

5. Do you think the asylum community is meant to have any symbolic or historic significance?

6. What do you think is the director’s attitude toward the Chechen war? How are the two warring sides portrayed?

7. What is the meaning of the train to the inmates, and what is its function in reality?

8. The plot of this movie frequently surprises the viewer with its reversals of expectation. In particular, relationships (between Russians and Chechens, sane and insane, men and women) often don’t play out the way we expect them to. Comment on several instances.

9. What do you make of the film’s ending?

