Dust

Russia, 2005

Directed by Sergei Loban

Questions for class discussion, week of November 3. 
1. What is the function of the film’s opening sequence (Lyosha’s shopping trip with his grandmother?

2. Pay attention to the camera work throughout the film. How does it contribute to the overall effect? 

3. How is the power of the Russian government and the secret police (the FSB, successor to the KGB) portrayed in this film?

4. What is the nature of the experiment that is performed on Alyosha? How does he experience its effects?

5. Chart the relationship, as portrayed in this film, among government, science, and the medical and educational establishment. Where is the individual situated in this mix?

6. What is the role of the media in the plot of the film? In what ways does this focus on the power of the media comment on the nature and power of the film medium itself? 

7. Pay close attention to the use of sound (both diegetic and non-diegetic) in the film. In what ways is sound used to mediate among reality, virtual reality, and fantasy?

8. What is the function of the Moscow landscape Alyosha “travels” through in the film? How is post-Soviet space constructed, both horizontally and vertically?

9. How is the human body portrayed in the film? What is the role of gender and sexuality?

10. How do you think the construction of Alyosha as protagonist reflects ironically on the kind of heroism promoted in the contemporary, post-Soviet Russian media and cinema?

11.   Explain how this film can be read as an allegorical commentary on Putin’s Russia. In what ways does a historical perspective enter into it?

12. What are some of the misguided “messages” Alyosha receives during the course of this film? What would you say is the film’s ultimate philosophical and psychological “message,” and how is it conveyed (think especially about the doctor’s monologue toward the end)?

