Brother

Russia, 1997

Directed by Aleksei Balabanov

Questions for class discussion, week of March 15. 
1. What is the effect of the blackouts between scenes and fragmentary sequencing of shots?

2. What role does music play in the film’s plot and deeper meanings?

3. The director of this film refuses to take a firm authorial stance or to pass judgment on his characters. Discuss the moral ambiguity that results.

4. Who is Danila (social origin, family history, personal  history, personality, interests and abilities)?

5. What version of Russian national identity do the characters in this film believe in, espouse, or represent?

6. How does the film address the issue of victimhood? Is Sveta portrayed as a victim? Are there any pure victims in the film at all?

7. Does Danila grow and change during the course of the film? If so, then how?

8. What is the function of Danila’s German friend in the film’s plot and ideological message?

9. What does the film’s ending contribute to its reflections on the state of contemporary Russian culture?

10. Do you think this film should be interpreted as an allegory, or as a realistic portrayal of life in St. Petersburg in the 1990s? Why?

