Russian Ark

Russia and France, 2002

Directed by Alexander Sokurov

Questions for class discussion, Wednesday April 7. 
1. Who is the narrator of the film? Why does he not remember what happened to him? What role does he fulfill? Is it significant that we never see him?

2. On what basis is this film constructed: for example, chronological, thematic, spatial? 

3. Why do you think scenes and figures from different time periods are overlaid on one another?

4. Is there any significance to the use of a single, continuous shot, beyond the director’s ambition to make cinematographic history?

5. What is the meaning of the film’s title?

6. What is the role of the Marquis de Custine, and why do you think Sokurov chose him as our guide? What is the Marquis’s opinion of Russian cultural achievements?

7. What ideological stance on Russian national identity and destiny does the film embody? Where does it situate Russia situated in the East-West dichotomy?

8. What role does Russia’s past play in its future? How does the film present tsarist-era figures, and is this presentation historically accurate?

9. Is there any discernible rationale underlying the selection of particular paintings and/or particular historical figures (Peter the Great, Catherine the Great, Pushkin and his wife Natalia) for the film’s momentary focus?

10.  How do you interpret the film’s final scene?

