Adam’s Rib

USSR, 1990

Directed by Vyacheslav Krishtofovich

Questions for class discussion, week of February 9. 
1. What is the significance of the film’s opening sequence?

2. What is the time frame of this film (i.e., what is the temporal structure of the plot)?

3. Discuss the use of repetition and motifs and their function in the film.

4. Discuss the private and public spaces that each of the film’s three central characters inhabits. In what ways do public and private spheres overlap or usurp one another?

5. What is the grandmother’s role in this film?

6. Discuss the function of mother-daughter role reversals in the film.

7. What values are represented as male in the film? What values are represented as female? Are these gender lines ever crossed?

8. Explain how the four female characters (daughters Nastya and Lida, mother Nina, and nameless grandmother) could be interpreted allegorically.

9. What attitudes toward the dying Soviet system does the film express?

10. What does the film’s ending mean? What do you think happens next?

