History and Systems of Psychology

and
Ethicsin Psychology
Fall 2009
Instructor: Alexandra F. Corning, PhD
Course Time: 9:30 am — Noon Mondays
Course Number:  PSY 60350
Office: 101 Haggar Hall
Contact: acorning@nd.ed{1631-9928
Office Hours: By appointment
Web Page: http://www.nd.edu/~acorning

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

This course covers two broad topics, History anst&ws of Psychology and Ethics in Psychology. As
such, there are two broad purposes of this courke.first purpose is to introduce you to histdrica
events and figures in Psychology so as to helpdgm@lop a more contextualized understanding of
current developments and directions in the fi@lle second purpose is to promote your understanding
of the Ethical Principles of Psychologists andfthendations upon which they are built. Relatethts

are five more specific course goals with regardthocs. These are to: a) engage in the procesthictl
acculturation (i.e., the transformation of thinkiaigout issues from a general perspective to one tha
represents the culture of the profession of psydy! b) develop an awareness of one’s values and
biases in various situations and to develop gressesitivity to alternative perspectives in ourisgg c)
promote the exploration and development of profesgly-based reasoning and decision-making about
ethical issues and an awareness of the impacted$ decisions on all parties involved in the sitat

d) develop an awareness of one’s own attitudesamgbetencies with those who are different (e.g.,
along the lines of sex, race, ethnicity, SES, andial orientation); and e) develop an awarenefseof
complexities of psychologists’ interface with tieghl profession, the media, and the general public.

TEXTS

American Psychological Association (200Bublication manual of the American Psychological
Association (6" ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
Fisher, C. B. (2003)Decoding the ethics code. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Harre, R. (2006) Key thi nk'ersin' pwcho_logy. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sag€. 11,0 grade scheme
Nagy, T. E. (2005) Ethicsin plain English: Anillustrative casebook for used in this course
psychologists (2™ ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychologichlis as follows.
Association.
Additional readings as chosen by instructor andsttates (available A > 93%
already on or can be posted to ND's online courske t A- 90-92%
Concourse) B+ 87-89%
B 83-86%
B- 80-82%
C+ 77-719%
EXPECTATIONS C 73-76%
C- 70-72%
This course is a graduate course taught as a seranthas such, each class D 60'692/"
member’s professionalism is important to the sensrsuccess. Three basic Fo= 59%
expectations follow. First, attendance is requakdach class for the duration of




each class, and consistent participation is exgetite only reasonable absence is an excused absenc
(i.e., personal illness or death in family); if aimsence is anticipated, the class member showthirthe
instructor in advance. Second, class membersdigtbilities are expected to familiarize themselves
with the student resources offered by the Univeiagitd to discuss with the instructor at the outé¢he
semester how both classroom and outside learniedsnean best be met. And finally, academic
integrity is required. | will not tolerate acadendishonesty in any form. The University provides
clear statement regarding academic dishonestyeahdhds our community of our shared purpose both
within the institute of academia and as membesmbader humanity; the statement also outlines
policy violation procedures. Any questions regagdacademic integrity, particularly regarding
assignments in this course, should be directeldegdnistructor.

REQUIREMENTS

The following assignments have been developedlfrheet the objectives of the course:

Participation 20 points
Facilitation of Class Discussions 10 points
Reading Reactions 20 points
Ethics Term Paper 30 points
Final Examination 20 points

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEEK DATE COURSE ToPIC READING ASSIGNMENT
1 Aug 24 [Classes Not Yet In Session]| Purchase Texts
2 Aug 31 Introduction to Course
Syllabus

Course Overview
History Timeline

Wundt and James

3 Sept 07 Library Research Tutorial Meet librarian, Cheryl Smith, at

the Library Concourse at 10:30 am

and
Complete and Submit Certificate:

NIH Ethics Tutorial htt'p://wwwl.cancer.gov/ chr.ulca

Itrials/learning/humanparticip
ant-protections

continues —



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (continued)

4 Sept 14 Behaviorism Harre Chs. 1,2, & 3
and
Developmentalism
and
Cognitivism
5 Sept 21 Biopsychology Harre Chs. 5 & 6
and
Perception
6 Sept 28 Personology Harre Chs. 7 & 8
and
Social Psychology
7 Oct 05 Psychopathology Harre Ch. 10
8 Oct 12 Standards for Resolving Moral Development in the
Ethical Issues Professions: Psychology and
Applied Ethics (Rest & Narvaez,
1994)
Individual Me'etlngs with Nagy Ch. 1
Instructor regarding Term Paper Fisher Chs.1.2. 3. & 4
Q Oct 19 We are adjourned for our
Autumn
Recess
10 Oct 26 Competence Nagy Ch. 2
and Fisher Ch. 5
Human Relations Nagy Ch. 3
Fisher Ch. 6
Term Paper Pre-Proposal Due
11 Nov 02 Privacy and Confidentiality Nagy Ch. 4
Fisher Ch. 7
19 Nov 09 Advertising and Nagy Ch. 5
Other Public Statements Fisher Ch. 8
13 Nov 16 Record Keeping and Fees Nagy Ch. 6
Fisher Ch. 9
continues —




SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (continued)

14 Nov 23 Education and Training Nagy Ch.7
Fisher Ch. 10
Thanksgiving
15 Nov 30 Research and Publication Nagy Ch. 8

Fisher Ch. 11
Term Paper Due @ 4:30 pm

16 Dec 07 Assessment and Therapy Nagy Ch. 9
and Fisher Ch. 12
Class Integration Nagy Ch. 10
Fisher Ch. 13
Dec 14
9-11am Final Examination

ASSIGNMENTS
Participation

This course is a seminar. This means that yomarabers of a group of scholars contributing to your
own learning, rather than taking a passive, regeptile. You are self-motivated and take contfol o
your learning by preparing for the seminar meetingad of time, listening carefully to others,
presenting your viewpoint, pursuing extra pointsntérest on your own, and, ideally, sharing whai y
have discovered. In preparing for class each wamkare expected to have completed the
corresponding readings prior to our meeting.

Indeed, the most important aspect of your perfomean this class is active, thoughtful class
participation. As a psychologist, you will find ywieelf in situations in which certain ethical piiles or
personal values are called into question. Somstiimere is a “right answer” for situations in which
guestions of ethics come into play; however, mamgs$ the answers are not so clear or there are a
number of “right” answers or the “right answer’aigparent only after careful discernment. Thergfore
the success of this class will be proportionahdegree to which you prepare for class (i.e.ingav
read and thought about assigned material) and erigage exchange of ideas. This is not a lecture
course. For each class there will be reading fitwertext and some auxiliary readings to discuss and
cases vignettes to discuss. A necessarily subgediut not arbitrary, record will be kept of state
class participation. Participation is worth 20rgsi

Facilitation of Class Discussions

At least once during the semester, each studehtawilitate a class topic. The topics will be
coordinated with reading from the text and canudmmzgented with any recent articles on the topicegith
posted in Concourse or of the student's choosikighout a doubt at some point in your professidifial
you will be discussing ethical issues with a calea— whether you are in an academic or clinical
setting. Being able to parse the situation, apghjcal standards, discuss gray areas, plan a@ion
inaction), communicate with clients, colleaguegamizations, students, insurance companies, deans,
dorm directors, and parents, all are facilitatedtayting to think and talk that way now. A wedten
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each of your facilitations, you will submit a forhempilation of the materials you used into a teag
module. It should include: Goals/Objectives, RegsdiLearning Materials, Case Studies, and
Discussion Points. This write-up should be no mbaa two or three pages (hot including any materia
you include in the appendix). The total possilats for facilitations is 10 points.

Reading Reactions

To facilitate your in-depth thinking about the gg&d reading each week, you are asked to writer sh
reaction paper almost each week in response tasgigned readings. You may select any 10 weeks
between Weeks 4 and 16. You are to email theiogapaper to the class (your classmates and me) by
noon the day prior (i.e., Sunday at noon). As gmureading, take notes on points that are ofqudati
interest to you, write down questions that occuydo that seem inadequately answered by your read o
the text, note points you thought might be covened were not and about which you might like further
discussion. Convert this into a coherent, one-pag#-written reaction paper (single- or doublespd

in standard font) that you can foresee using dutieggroup’s discussion when we next convene for
class. Be sure to avoid writing a list of quessitimat you want the instructor to answer for youg i
graduate seminar, your thoughtful reflections, alf as those of your peers, are as important asirige
the answer” (when and if it even exists).

Some options include but are not limited to théofeing: 1) integrate readings, discussion, other
sources, and/or case materials about the clagbass éopics with your practicum work; 2) integrate
readings, discussion, other sources, and/or caseriala about the classes’ ethics topics with isg4ti
outside of psychology (e.g., work, volunteer wartganizations); 3) present two different sideshef t
ethical issues, drawing on the readings, discussitier sources or case materials on the ethiosstop
and so forth. It should be clear from these végrispapers that you have read and thought abeut th
material. Papers will receive 2 points each foetimg the criteria outlined here, for a total of 20
possible points.

Ethics Term Paper

The purpose of the term paper is to invite in-depgploration of a topic of the class member’s ciaps

in the broad area of "Psychology and Ethics." pager should not exceed 20 double-spaced pages and
must adhere to APA style. Students should disthessideas with the instructor early in the semest

and class members are encouraged to consult witlaoother, share ideas, and critique one another’s
papers throughout the semester.

"Psychology and ethics" is defined broadly to indwany unique empirical or theoretical paper that
examines psychology and ethics in relation to s&er research, practice, education, public inteogs
theory of ethics. You will want to be sure to makelear argument in your paper regarding why the
topic is worthy of attention.

All students are strongly encouraged to submitrthapers to the Graduate Student Ethics Prize
competition sponsored by APA. The competition sqepers that go beyond that typically produced in
the classroom to those which are publishable. nfiare information, see
http://www.apa.org/ethics/2009prize.html

Finally, | encourage all students to familiarizentselves with the writing assistance availableugho
the University's Writing Center. The Center asssstidents at all levels. It is dedicated to mgjpi
students become better writers. When you visittiging Center, the tutors working there will help
you by listening to your questions attentively,dieg your papers carefully, and talking with you
intelligently about your ideas. Writing Center tgavork with writers during all stages of the widi
process—from understanding an assignment, to deivej@ thesis, to organizing the paper, to revising
the first draft, to editing the final product. Theors do not write or edit your papers for ydRather,
they help you develop effective rhetorical straégsgor your written work.



Evaluation will be based on the usual paper-evinatriteria, including, but not limited to, how ve
and accurately the topic is covered, the qualitshefwriting (including clarity, conciseness, ahd t
development of a convincing argument), attentiodetail including all aspects of basic writing (e.g
grammar, punctuation, structure, and APA formajtitiye use of up-to-date and appropriate scientific
sources, and the general scope, depth, and ctegativthe project. This assignment is due in hapyc

to my faculty mailbox no later than 4:30 pm on MapdNovember 30 It is worth 30 points.

Final Examination
At the conclusion of the course, class membersheiltequired to demonstrate fluency in all of the

topics presented in the course. The final exangnatill be essay in format and held at the timd an
date indicated by the University. It is worth 28irgs.



