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U.S. Navy 229th 
Bir thday Message  

from SECNAV 
 
Navy Newswire 
 
Birthdays are traditionally milestones in time that 
call for both reflection on achievements past and 
thoughts on changes ahead. The U.S. Navy's 229th 
birthday on 13 October is no different.  
  
On the occasion of this 229th milestone, we can 
all take enormous pride in a history rich in tradi-
tion and unparalleled in success.  Today, the 
United States Navy stands alone, unmatched in the 
world. 
  
John Paul Jones set the tone of our service when 
he stated, “ I wish to have no connection with any 
ship that does not sail fast; for I intend to go in 
harm's way."  For more than two centuries, this 
legacy has endured, along with our core values of 
honor, courage, and commitment.   Brave sailors 
and Marines repeatedly fought to guarantee the 
security and prosperity of our great nation and to 
defend freedom and democracy around the globe. 
 
Freedom and liberty are not birthrights; rather, 
they need to be guarded, defended and pro-
tected.  For 229 years, magnificent men and 
women have stepped forward to preserve this gift 
of freedom and liberty for us.  Now, it's our re-
sponsibility to pass on this gift to future genera-
tions.            
                        
Today, our navy again sails in harm's way fighting 
global terrorism - a profound threat to peace, sta-
bility, and our way of life.  We are again a nation 
at war, and these are historic times. 
 
Like the men and women who served during 
World War II, this generation will (cont’d page 4) 

With the exception of Veterans’  Day and the annual University President’s Tri-
Military Pass-In-Review, there are not many events where Notre Dame Army 
and Air Force cadets and Navy midshipmen come together as three distinct, yet 
ultimately linked, units.  However, on 10 September 2004, members of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force ROTC units gathered together in formation, just south 
of the Hesburgh Library reflecting pool.  This gathering was dedicated to 
formally remembering and honoring the victims of 9/11. 

 
At 0700 that clear and chilly Friday morning, the ceremony began with the 
introduction of the stage party, which included the Commanding Officers of all 
three units and several other military dignitaries and invited guests.  After the 
introduction, Reverend Richard Warner, CSC, ROTC Chaplain, offered the 
benediction, which was followed by the ceremonial presentation of the colors by 
a fire-team composed of cadets and midshipmen from all three units. 
 
Prominent guest speakers for the event included Notre Dame Fire Chief, John 
Antonucci and Director of Security, Rex Rakow.  Both speakers shared their 
thoughts on what freedoms were at stake when our nation was attacked, the many 
changes that have taken place since the attack, and the importance of the duties  
ROTC midshipmen and cadets will shoulder when they finally become 
commissioned officers in a few short years. Mr. Antonucci and Rakow also 
offered their personal recollection of how the entire University community 
responded to the events that fateful day with an impromptu Mass on the South 
Quad, which drew thousands in solemn attendance. (cont’d page 2) 

ROTC Remembers 9/11 

MIDN 3/C Andrew Todd-Smith  
Staff Wr iter  

Battalion observes a moment of silence 
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9/11 (cont’d from page 1) 
Finally, in what proved to be the most mov-
ing part of the ceremony, Reverend Peter 
Rocca, CSC, ROTC Chaplain, blessed an 
American flag and a small cross, which was 
fashioned from ruins of the former World 
Trade Center.  Afterward, two trumpeters 
located on either side of the reflecting pool 
slowly played a solemn rendition of “Taps.” 
Then Reverend Warner offered a final bene-
diction, and the three units were dismissed. 

 
Despite the prospects of a fast-approaching 
and fun-filled home football weekend, every 
cadet or midshipman was filled with patriotic 
pride and mournful remembrance of the un-
fortunate tragedy that swept our nation just 
three short years ago. 

LCDR Dan Walsh                                     
M IDN 1/C Kate L indsey 
M IDN 1/C Andrew Henebry 
M IDN 2/C M ichael Quisao 
M IDN 2/C Chr istopher  Benson 
M IDN 2/C Denise Trgovich 
M IDN 3/C Jeffrey Gonzales 
M IDN 3/C Kar l K adon 
M IDN 3/C Er in Smith 
M IDN 3/C Casie Sweeney 
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Nation Remembers POW/MIA Day 
 
MIDN 1/C Kate Lindsey  
Editor -in-Chief 
 
On September 14, 2004, a simple, dignified black flag flew silently over fed-
eral facilities and cemeteries, post offices, and military institutions.  This flag, 
of course, was the POW/MIA flag.  National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 
usually observed on the third Friday of September, honors the commitment 
and the sacrifices made by Prisoners of War and servicemen and women who 
are still missing in action. 
 
Established twenty-five years ago, POW/MIA Recognition Day is a com-
memoration of our commitment to finding those who have served our country 
and not returned home.  Although six hundred specialists work around the 
globe to find missing soldiers and bring answers to their families, there are 
still over eighty thousand troops missing from as far back as World War II, 
and including the 1991 Gulf War.  Since the Vietnam War, recovering miss-
ing soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines has become a top priority of our 
nation. 
 
With growing public attention for soldiers classified as POW/MIA, several 
societies, such as the National League of Families of American Prisoners and 
Missing in Southeast Asia, have been formed to bring national attention to 
finding our missing servicemen and women.  Among the League’s many en-
deavors are the establishment of POW/MIA Recognition Day and the distri-
bution of the black POW/MIA flag, which is the only flag other than the Na-
tional Ensign to fly over the Nation’s Capitol.  In response to the League’s 
efforts, the President signs a yearly proclamation designating the third Friday 
of September as POW/MIA Recognition Day. 
 
Dedication to POW/MIA recovery is often what brings peace of mind to 
troops imprisoned in foreign lands.  Therefore, not only must we support our 
armed services as they defend our nation in times of war, but we must recog-
nize the commitment and responsibility we have in ensuring the safe return of 
all of our comrades at arms. 
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POW/MIA Recognition Day poster 
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 BCO’s Welcome 
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BCO Welcomes Freshmen, Expresses High Hopes for Battalion 
MIDN 1/C Justin Gallagher 
Battalion Commanding Officer  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome back our returning midshipmen and welcome aboard the new members of 
the Battalion.  The fall semester is off to a great start and the excitement is sure to continue in the weeks ahead. 
 
The year began in the middle of August with the arrival of the 4/C for Freshman Orientation.  The Battalion Staff ar-
rived early and did an excellent job preparing for the arrival of the new midshipmen and their parents.  After the 
swearing-in ceremony and picnic, the Platoon Staffs took charge and began their week of training.  With help from the 
Physical Fitness, Administration, Drill, and Supply Staffs, the Platoon Staffs successfully taught the 4/C midshipmen 
how to correctly wear their uniforms, demonstrate proper military bearing and courtesies, and conduct close-order 
drill.  At the completion of the close-order drill competition, uniform inspec-
tion and field meet, the members of Fighting First Platoon were announced as 
the Honor Platoon, while Midshipman 4/C Grainey was named Midshipman 
of the Week.  Congratulations to all 4/C Midshipmen and the Battalion Staff 
on conducting a very successful Freshman Orientation Week. 
 
There are still many important evolutions which lie ahead this semester.  Fol-
lowing the recent Close-Order Drill Competition, Personnel Inspection wil l 
take place immediately following Fall Break.  These important events are 
both critical aspects of the Honor Platoon competition for this semester.  
Therefore, everyone needs to make sure they work hard and give their very 
best effort.  Commander’s Cup events are also under full swing, and Navy has 
successfully managed to win the cup for over four years.  To carry on this 
proud tradition of athletic excellence, we need to make sure everyone gets out 
to either play or support our shipmates in our quest to keep the cup. 
 
Keep up the present level of motivation throughout the year and we will con-
tinue to prove why this is the finest Battalion in the country.  Go Irish! 

Notre Dame Graduates Head to Flight Training 
 
MIDN 2/C Denise Trgovich 
Staff Wr iter  
 
Ensigns Brandon Gasser, Neal Michalik, and Steve Tschanz graduated from Notre Dame in May and were commis-
sioned as proud members of the University of Notre Dame NROTC Unit’s class of 2004.  Immediately, after graduation 
and commissioning, all three Ensigns were ordered to remain in South Bend so they could complete the first phase of the 
U.S. Navy’s flight training program.   
 
Introductory Flight Screening (IFS), a relatively new program and the first phase of flight training, is intended to verify 
aeronautical adaptability before significant time and money are spent on an aviation candidate for flight training.  All 
three Ensigns successfully completed the IFS Program at Andrews University, located in Berrien Springs, MI.  Andrews 
University was chosen because it is the closest location to Notre Dame with a standardized Federal Aviation Administra-
tion flight training program.  The IFS Program consists of a four credit-hour ground school, followed by 25 flight hours 
in a Cessna-152, which culminates with a cross-country solo.  By comparison, obtaining a Private Pilot’s License entails 
completing 50 flight hours.  The IFS program is supposed to be completed in 60 days; however, it only took our three 
Ensigns six weeks to complete. (cont’d page 5 ) 
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Commanding Officer 
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Battalion Welcomes New CO 
 
MIDN 2/C Michael Quisao 
I r ish Pennant CPO 
 
This semester, the Naval ROTC Unit welcomes another new officer: Commanding Officer, Captain Mike Neller, USN.  
CAPT Neller hails from East Lansing, MI where he lived prior to attending the U.S. Naval Academy and pursuing the 
nuclear-powered submarine community. 
 
Most recently, CAPT Neller was the Commanding Officer of the ballistic missile submarine USS Florida (SSBN-728).  
Prior to that, he has been stationed in San Diego; Washington, D.C.; Florida; Idaho; and Italy.  When asked about his 
career, CAPT Neller replied, “ I feel very fortunate in that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in the Navy and the Sub-
marine Service.  I also feel very fortunate to have served with some really tremendous Commanding Officers who were 
great role models and taught me a great deal about leadership.  As I have become older and more senior, it has been my 
goal to live up to the same standards and qualities that I saw in them.”  
 
It is that positive influence that models his goals for Notre Dame’s Battalion of Midshipmen.  “ I want them all to be suc-
cessful, both here and in life after Notre Dame.   I know that not everyone will make a career in the Navy, but my hope 
is they will be able to look back on this experience and say they en-
joyed it and, in the process, learned a lot about themselves.  Perhaps it 
even helped them to grow up.   I also believe that the same sort of 
hard work and professionalism that will allow you to succeed in the 
Navy or Marine Corps will also help you succeed if you work in a 
company, like Microsoft, for example.  The message here is about 
developing good habits that will benefit you for the rest of your life.”  
 
CAPT Neller has a significant interest in physical fitness and quite 
surprisingly, a little interest in cooking.  “At one point I was entertain-
ing the idea of going to culinary school after retiring from the 
Navy.  However, I changed my mind when I found out that if you are 
a chef in a restaurant you have no life outside the restaurant.   Despite 
this situation, I still love to cook.”   When asked about his prediction 
for the upcoming football game between Notre Dame and Navy, 
CAPT Neller replied, without hesitation, “Navy, of course!”   Despite 
being a Navy fanatic, there is no doubt about it, CAPT Neller brings a 
lot to the Naval ROTC Unit with his background.  Who knows, maybe 
his football prediction will come true after more than 40 years.   
 
The Battalion of Midshipmen welcomes aboard Captain Neller! 

Bir thday (cont’d from page 1) 
also earn the respect and admiration of generations yet unborn for answering the call and defeating the global scourge of terror-
ism.  You and your families are making many sacrifices to preserve our way of life, and it is deeply appreciated by the American peo-
ple.  In this global war on terror, your service is vitally important and highly valued. 
 
For me, it's an honor and privilege to serve with the professional men and women who wear the Navy uniform.  I also thank all the 
civilians in our navy family for their hard work and devotion.  Quite simply, without our civilians behind the lines, sailors and Marines 
could never deploy to the front lines.  In this fight, we truly are one team! 
 
Happy 229th birthday to the greatest navy the world has ever seen. God bless each of you and your families, and may God continue to 
bless America.  The honorable Gordon R. England, Secretary of the Navy sends. 
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A Message from the XO 
 
 
CDR Jeff Morris 
XO Notre Dame Naval ROTC Unit 
 
Welcome back for the 2004-2005 academic year.  I am looking forward to yet another great year.  From the XO’s perspec-
tive, I enthusiastically welcome the new Commanding Officer (CAPT Neller) and reluctantly say goodbye to the old Com-
manding Officer (CAPT Shelton).  Alas, like so many other times during my career, just when I thought I had the CO fig-
ured out…. 
 
After being onboard for more than a year now, I think I am beginning to see things a little clearer.  Yet, I am still unclear 
on a few issues.  For example, when a midshipman requests an extra semester of benefits (5th year) is he or she really just 
trying to enjoy one more season of Notre Dame football?  Also, will the Irish be able to rebound from some rather lopsided 
losses last year?  Most importantly, whose idea was it to deprive us of our favorite Saturday football-tossing area and 
wreck our view of the football stadium by building a new science building between the ROTC building and the House that 
Rockne Built?  Wow, three questions and I’m way off track already.  As I mentioned at the beginning of this paragraph, 
there are some things that are much clearer to me now. 
 
One thing is definitely clearer in my mind; after observing Freshman Orientation in August, I feel certain that the Battalion 
of Midshipmen is as strong as ever.  The performance of this year’s freshmen, as well as the returning upper class midship-
men, was very impressive.  As a whole, the credentials of this year’s 4/C midshipmen rival any class in the nation.  How-
ever, potential is only one key ingredient in the making of superior officers and leaders.  Our 4/C midshipmen will be chal-
lenged constantly this year to excel in all areas of academics, military aptitude, and physical fitness.  Freshman Orientation 
provided them a small sample of the rigorous standards maintained by the Battalion.  I wish all our “ rookies” good luck 
and the foresight to see that anything worthwhile must be earned through hard work and perseverance. 
 
Another thing that is clearer to me now is that this year’s 1/C midshipmen only have about eight more months to hone their 
leadership skills.  This is definitely not the fleet; however, this is an excellent proving ground for the basic leadership skills 
which will be required for any young officer to be successful in the Navy or Marine Corps.  They would be well served not 
to waste this valuable opportunity by attempting to “coast”  through their senior year of college.  I feel confident that they 
won’ t and indeed my early impressions are that our 1/C midshipmen are more than ready to expand their leadership knowl-
edge and fulfill their leadership potential.  I wish them, and all the returning midshipmen, the best of luck this year. 
 
As for the ol’  XO, I’m just happy to still be breathing.  Each time I tempt fate and put my life on the line during that time-
honored tradition called “ morning PT” it becomes unquestionably clearer to me that I am not 18 years old anymore.  

Flight School (cont’d from page 3)  
After successfully completing the IFS, Ensigns Gasser, Michalik and Tschanz have been certified to enter the two-year long naval 
aviation pilot pipeline. This pipeline begins with Aviation Preflight Indoctrination (API), which consists of six weeks of academics 
and physical training at Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola, followed by primary flight training in the T-34 Turbo Mentor at NAS 
Whiting Field, FL or NAS Corpus Christi, TX.   
 
Once primary training is finished, our Ensigns will head onto intermediate flight training where they will be afforded the opportunity 
to select jets, props or helos based on their training performance.  Next, they will undergo advanced flight training at various locations 
around the country, this time, in the primary platform they will select.  Platform selection is based on three primary factors: personal 
desires, flight training performance, and needs of the Navy.  After entering the initial stages of flight training, it should take our three 
Ensigns between eighteen and twenty-four months to get their coveted “Wings of Gold.”    
 
We wish Ensigns Gasser, Michalik, Tschanz and the rest of our recent graduating class of pilots and naval flight officers the best of 
luck in their future careers in the demanding naval aviation community.   
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Battalion  

Battalion Welcomes Back LT McCaffrey 
 
MIDN 2/C Michael Quisao 
I r ish Pennant CPO 
 
Every couple of years, it is common to see the NROTC Staff members come and go.  More times than 
not they are quickly replaced by familiar faces.  This year we are fortunate to welcome back Lieuten-
ant David McCaffrey, ND ’00 (Mechanical Engineering), who returns to Notre Dame after success-
fully completing an initial operational tour on the fast attack submarine USS Memphis (SSN-691). 
 
Born and raised in New Jersey, LT McCaffrey lived on campus in Flanner and Knott Halls during his 
time as an undergraduate student at Notre Dame.  Following graduation and commissioning in 2000, 
he pursued the nuclear power pipeline, attending Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC; Prototype 
in Saratoga, FL; and Submarine School in Groton, CT.  From there, LT McCaffrey joined the fast at-
tack submarine crew of USS Memphis.  While on board Memphis, he was assigned as the Electrical 
Officer, Communications Officer, and Assistant Weapons Officer.  His tour on Memphis also included 
a six-month deployment to the Arabian Gulf. 
 
LT McCaffrey joins the NROTC Unit as the 2/C Advisor, where he will be responsible for teaching Navigation to the 2/C midshipmen.  
He says that he enjoys teaching Navigation, because it is the most directly related class to Navy ship-driving, which is something he 
enjoys a lot.  In addition to being assigned as the 2/C Advisor, he will be this year’s Naval Leadership Weekend Coordinator. 
 
The Battalion of Midshipmen welcomes LT David McCaffrey back to Notre Dame.  In addition, the Battalion offers both LT 
McCaffrey and his fiancée, Kim (ND ‘00), congratulations on their upcoming wedding! 

Four th Class “ Solid”  Dur ing Freshman-O-Week ‘04 
 
MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
Staff Wr iter  
 
Most members of the Battalion of Midshipmen are now comfortably settled back into their daily routines at Notre Dame; however, 
only a few short weeks ago, the newest members of the Battalion were being introduced to the NROTC Program during Freshman 
Orientation Week (also known as O-Week). 
 
O-Week 2004 consisted of a rudimentary indoctrination in Navy knowledge through a rigorous schedule including physical train-
ing, close-order drill, uniform inspection, and military courtesies.  Compared to past years, this year each platoon was given more 
time to prepare with its Platoon Commander.  This situation allowed the Platoon Commanders the opportunity to thoroughly cover 
basic military knowledge with their platoons.  According to MIDN CAPT Justin Gallagher, Battalion Commanding Officer, “This 
resulted in the 4/C midshipmen demonstrating a better grasp of their military knowledge.  [Consequently,] the final competition 
was extremely close.”  
 
One addition to this year’s O-Week included a trip to the Grotto, which occurred after Friday morning’s physical training session.  
A strictly voluntary activity, this evolution gave the 4/C midshipmen an opportunity to reflect on the week’s events.  “The Grotto 
is a special place for all [Notre Dame] students, and we wanted to give them a chance to reflect and say a prayer,”  said MIDN 
CAPT Gallagher.  “ I liked it because it [signaled a milestone in which we were] considered full members of the Battalion of Mid-
shipmen,” commented MIDN 4/C Patrick Grainey, who was voted “Midshipman of the Week”  for O-Week 2004. 
 
According to MIDN Gallagher, the 4/C are making a fairly smooth transition into Battalion life.  “As long as they continue to fol-
low the leadership of their Platoon Commanders [and continually strive to show improvement to the rest of the Battalion], they’ ll  
be solid naval officers,”  says Gallagher.  MIDN 4/C Grainey thought the week was a good way of bonding his classmates together.  
“Overall, it was a very positive experience.  I think [in] the end, we were all very glad to have made it through together [as a 
team].”   
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 Marines 

The MOI ’s Facts of L ife 
 
Maj. Mark Lyon 
Marine Officer  Instructor  
 
I have two daughters, both of which take piano.  One loves playing piano, but dreads practice, and often breaks down into tears 
when she is trying to learn a new piece.  Consequently, her practice sessions are less productive than they could be, and much 
more painful than they need to be.  My other daughter is much more easy-going.  She enjoys practice and learning new songs.  Her 
practices seem to be much more productive, because she doesn’ t let mistakes bother her.  She just smiles and tries again until she 
gets it right. 
 
This illustrates a basic fact of life, which is true in both children and adults:  despite how difficult a task may be, if we keep a posi-
tive attitude and persevere, we will usually succeed.  We will at least succeed quicker and less painfully than if we approach the 
task with a negative attitude.  As my high school wrestling coach used to say: “ It is your attitude, not your aptitude, which deter-
mines your altitude”.  Based on my win-loss record, it’s hard to say that I took that lesson to heart at the time, although, over time 
I have recognized the significance of those words. 
  
It can be tough to approach an unpleasant task with a positive attitude.  This approach is particularly important when life seems to 
have beaten you down.  Perhaps, you’ ve had several weeks of tests, papers, exams, physical training, etc.  Perhaps, in a few 
months, you find yourself on board a ship or on the front lines working 16 hour days while engaging the enemy for weeks at a 
time.  Life can be rough at times.  Often, despite how you are inclined to feel, you have to force yourself to act positively and en-
thusiastically.  If you keep up this facade, you often find that you can trick yourself into feeling positive and enthusiastic about the 
task at hand. 
 
This is all great insofar as it motivates you to improve personally each day.  As officers, however, it is even more important to 
maintain a positive outlook and show enthusiasm for the mission.  It’s all part of the leadership principle of “setting the example” 
and the trait of “enthusiasm.”  If you are discouraged and glum, your troops will immediately pick up on the negative signal and  
pursue the mission with the same lack of enthusiasm you are demonstrating.  Therefore, for sake of productivity you will have to 
maintain your motivation level and always keep a positive attitude, despite how miserable your day may be going.   
 
Life can be extremely difficult at times.  Adversity is always inevitable, and misery is a choice; always make it the wrong choice.  
Instead, choose to be positive and enthusiastic at all times. 

Battalion Says “ Goodbye”  to AMOI 
 
MIDN 1/C Andrew Henebry 
Assistant Editor  
 
You’ve seen him in the Wardroom playing pool.  You’ve seen him in Loftus encouraging the entire Battalion to run faster.  
You’ve seen him on the drill deck teaching Platoon Commanders how to properly use their swords.  And if you’ re really lucky, 
you’ ve spent seven hours with him driving through a blizzard enroute to Great Lakes for your pre-commissioning physical.  That’s 
right, you guessed correctly, it’s Gunnery Sergeant Agee Osborne. 
 
After three years with Notre Dame’s NROTC Unit, GySgt Osborne is heading back to the fleet as a Company Gunnery Sergeant 
for the 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines (2/6), an antiterrorism battalion located at Camp Lejeune, NC.  Gunny will be with 2/6 for at least 
three years, and during that time he will probably make two deployments, most likely to Iraq and/or Afghanistan.   
 
After 15 years in the Marine Corps, GySgt Osborne has nothing but dedication to continue military service, saying, “ I will stay in 
for 30 years if they let me.”   This dedication to duty and courageous work ethic are what’s made him successful at Notre Dame for 
the last three years.  Hopefully, it will also help him to achieve his ultimate goal of making Battalion Sergeant Major.   
 
GySgt Osborne is extremely proud of the Marine Option Midshipmen he has guided along the difficult path to commissioning.  He 
has found this to be the most rewarding aspect of his job.  Seeing standout Marine Option Midshipmen do well at (cont’d page 9) 
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OCS: A Different K ind of 
Summer Cruise 

 
MIDN 3/C Casie Sweeney 
Staff Wr iter  
 
The summertime is typically meant to be a time of relaxation, 
which, for most students, usually includes a part-time job to earn 
extra cash or going on vacation.  In the case of Marine Option 
Midshipmen, this is hardly the case.  During the summer follow-
ing Junior year, instead of lifeguarding, working at a restaurant, 
or interning at a high-profile company, Marine Option Midship-
men head to Marine Corps Base (MCB) Quantico in Virginia for 
Officer Candidates School (OCS). 
 
Training for OCS starts immediately after Marine Option Mid-
shipmen arrive at Notre Dame, and intensifies during 2/C year.  
Following Junior year, Marine Option Midshipmen, travel to 
MCB Quantico for OCS, a six-week training program that is 
physically intensive and mentally challenging.  A typical day 
involves Reveille at 0500, followed by a two-hour physical train-
ing session, made all the more “fun”  by Quantico’s sweltering 
heat and suffocating humidity.  Afterward, Marine Option Mid-
shipmen, now known as Officer Candidates, spend the rest of the 
day attending classes and leadership discussions, martial arts 
practice, and more physical training.  There is also field time, 
which is a period that allows the Candidates the opportunity to 
apply their leadership skills in real-life situations.  The day fi-
nally concludes with Taps at 2100.  However, before hitting the 
rack, there is usually a wide array of tasks the Candidates must 
complete before beginning the next day, making an average 
night’s sleep a mere four to five hours. 
 
Following graduation from OCS, Candidates have earned the 
right to wear special nametapes on their utilities, don an OCS t-
shirt during physical training, and boast the title of Marine.  Sen-
ior Marine Option Midshipmen, such as Battalion Executive 
Officer MIDN LtCol Escobales and MIDN 1/C Garcia, use this 
unique role to impart the wisdom and experience they have 
gained while at OCS to the junior Marine Option Midshipmen 
(and to those Navy Option Midshipmen who are considering 
switching to Marine Option).  Acknowledging that Officer Can-
didates School is ten percent physical and ninety percent mental, 
MIDN LtCol Escobales said, “ I made a resolution that I would 
only leave OCS in one of two ways:  In the graduation parade or 
on a stretcher.  Luckily for me, I left Quantico via the former 
route and not the latter. 
 
Having accomplished the last main hurdle before Commission-
ing, both the BXO and MIDN Garcia will work closely with the 
Marine Officer and Assistant Marine Officer Instructors to en-
sure the next group of Marines are prepared to successfully make 
it through the demanding OCS crucible with flying colors. 

Crash Landing (cont’d from page 10) 
described the deafening silence that occurred when the engine 
stopped after his co-pilot chopped the fuel as eerie.  After a 
picture-perfect approach at the ideal airspeed, they were ready 
to land.  With fire-trucks and ambulances surrounding the run-
way, and a Coast Guard rescue helicopter hovering nearby the 
scene, ENS Huebner and his co-pilot safely conducted a gear-
up-landing.  Upon deplaning, they realized the true danger of 
the situation and how fortunate they were. 
 
The initial inspection showed the landing gear indicator lights 
were green right after takeoff, meaning the landing gear rose 
properly into the plane.  However, the landing gear lights don’t 
monitor the wheels’  status.  Therefore, if it weren’t for the vigi-
lance of the Air Traffic Controller (ATC), ENS Huebner and 

his co-pilot would most likely 
have landed at their destination 
without their nose and right 
main wheels.  This situation 
would have sent the plane ca-
reening into a violent cartwheel 
upon landing.  As a result of the 
keen eyes of the ATC, the calm 
bearing of ENS Huebner and 
his co-pilot, and the emergency 

assistance they received via the radio, a nearly disastrous day 
turned out to be an invaluable learning experience for both 
ground and air crews alike.  ENS Huebner added, “Someone 
‘upstairs’  was truly watching over us that day.”   

AMOI (cont’d from page 8) 
OCS and in the fleet have made his efforts at Notre Dame worth-
while in Gunny’s eyes.   
 
Because of GySgt Osborne’s outstanding contributions to Notre 
Dame’s NROTC Unit over the course of the last three years, he 
has earned the respect of every member of the Battalion.  The 
Marine Option Midshipmen who have spent the most time with 
him agree.  When asked to comment about Gunny, MIDN 1/C 
Garcia says, “We couldn’t have had a better Assistant Marine 
Option Instructor for the last three years.  Gunnery Sergeant Os-
borne has a unique way of motivating you to improve yourself.”   
MIDN LtCol Escobales also agrees, “Gunnery Sergeant Osborne 
exemplifies the toughness and professionalism that characterizes 
only the best Staff Noncommissioned Officers in the Marine 
Corps.  I personally see him as a role model and his presence will 
be sorely missed here at Notre Dame.”  
   
As much as he will be missed, there is no doubt Gunnery Ser-
geant Osborne will become an outstanding asset to the Corps 
upon returning to an infantry billet.  However, the entire Battal-
ion is grateful for his service to God, Country and Notre Dame, 
and wishes him “fair winds and following seas.”  

LTJG Alan & ENS Chris Huebner at 
ENS Huebner’s Winging Ceremony 
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 Outside the Battalion 

Navy Dominates Commander ’s Cup Football 
 
MIDN 2/C Christopher Benson 
Staff Wr iter  
 
One of the more exciting things about being a ROTC student at Notre Dame is the Commander’s Cup Competition.  On 26 Sep-
tember, this year’s competition began with flag football games between all three services.  Before Navy’s first game against Army, 
predictions were heavily in favor of Navy.  When asked if he thought Navy was going to win, MIDN 2/C Turner replied, “Sure!”   
MIDN 2/C Kreller responded, “The game will ultimately be decided in the trenches, and the Navy lines will dominate!”  
 
Navy 12 - Army 6 
The first drive of the game resulted in a Navy touchdown reception by MIDN 2/C Belatti, but the extra point was missed.  After 
both teams repeatedly turned over the ball, MIDN 2/C Peters managed to throw a touchdown pass to MIDN 2/C Hiltz, making the 
score 12-0.  Neither team scored for the remainder of the half.  The second half proceeded slowly, until a sleeveless Army player 
pushed MIDN Peters, and a flurry of words were exchanged between the two.  Before cooler heads could prevail, MIDN LtCol 

Escobales and the aforementioned Cadet were removed from the game.  The remain-
der of the second half was uneventful until a drive by Army made the final score of 
the game 12-6 in favor of Navy. 
  
Navy 32 - Air  Force 0 
The game against Air Force was actually predicted to be much harder.  In the first 
half, MIDN 1/C Pittman and MIDN Hiltz each scored touchdowns making the score 
12-0 at halftime.  The second half scoring proved to be heavily in favor of Navy.  On 
Navy’s first drive, MIDN 3/C Harrington caught a touchdown pass, and the 2-point 
conversion to MIDN 1/C Biebl was good.  After an interception by Navy, MIDN 3/C 
Gund scored a touchdown, making it a 26-point lead.  Later in the game, a flea-
flicker play set up a touchdown by MIDN Hiltz, and the game ended in a lopsided 
32-0 score.  MIDN Hiltz was chosen MVP of the game.  After being asked how he 
felt about the victory, the ever-talkative MIDN Turner replied, “Good!”  The Navy squad huddles before a key play 

Former BCO Per forms Emergency Landing   
                         
MIDN 1/C Chris Heck 
Aviation Cor respondent 
 
Former Battalion Commanding Officer, Ensign  Chris Huebner’s, T-44 climbed into the sky as it left the runway during a training 
flight in Kingsville, TX.  He was expecting to complete a routine instrument rating flight along the airways.  Little did ENS Hueb-
ner know that a new flight plan was about to unveil itself.   
 
“Turn left downwind,”  came the Air Traffic Controller’s (ATC) reply to ENS Huebner immediately after he contacted Departure 
Control.  It was at that point, while ENS Huebner was remarking to his co-pilot how he thought it was odd to be put back into the 
traffic pattern, that the controller mentioned the presence of a wheel on the runway.  Still wondering why he wasn’ t being allowed 
to follow his flight plan, they were told that it was their wheel, that had been spotted on the runway. 
 
“When I heard that, I wasn’t nervous, but I was naïve as to how serious the situation really was,”  commented Huebner.  The next 
step consisted of a natural reaction based on their training.  ENS Huebner and his co-pilot started by circling the airport for nearly 
two hours to burn down gas.  While Huebner and his co-pilot were circling, the squadron Executive Officer and an instructor-
check-pilot, both experts in emergency landings, briefed them on the appropriate emergency procedures over the radio.   
 
After conducting three practice approaches as low as 200 feet off the runway, ENS Huebner was ready to land the crippled aircraft.  
The emergency procedures called for the fuel supply to be chopped off at the time of landing to reduce the risk of fire; if chopped 
too early, they would lose airspeed and stall out, making timing of the fuel chop critical.  ENS Huebner (cont’d page 9) 
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 Midshipmen Perspectives 
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Chief ’s Space 
 

MIDN 1/C Chris Heck 
Midshipman “ Chief”  
 
Greetings shipmates!  It’s great to be back in my corner, Chief’s Corner that is!  Hopefully, eve-
ryone had a great summer, which included some time to relax at home, as well as an unforgetta-
ble experience on the ocean blue (or under for you submariner types).  On the other hand, if 
you’ re a Marine, I hear your summer in Quantico was quite invigorating, to say the least. 
 
I had the distinct luxury of spending a month in sunny San Diego at North Island Naval Air Sta-
tion with Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron (light) FORTY-FIVE (HSL-45).  HSL-45 is a heli-
copter anti-submarine squadron, and its nickname is “The Wolfpack.”   I must confess, I did not 
get any saltier than I already am since this turned out to be a land-based aviation cruise.  How-
ever, I did manage to deploy more than once aboard a boogie board, and believe it or not, a surf-
board as well.  Other than those accomplishments, I had the distinct pleasure of spreading some 
chiefly knowledge to some very eager Notre Dame NROTC CORTRAMID-goers.  I also had an 
opportunity to visit with former Domers Ensigns Alex Roodhouse and Julia LaFleur, and spent 
an enjoyable evening taking in Pacific Beach’s never-ending nightlife. 
 
By now, all the 4/C midshipmen have had an opportunity to experience the tremendous excite-
ment surrounding Notre Dame’s home football game-day festivities.  Undoubtedly, you cheered 
for the Irish to win, but it’s only natural to ask yourself, “How can I better show my spirit?”   I 
think I’ve come up with the ultimate solution…create a new style for yourself!  As you read this I am sure you are probably saying 
to yourselves, “But Chief Heck, what do we know about style?”   Being a personal expert on style myself, I have just the solution 
for you.  Why not make your own rendition of a garrison cover, replacing the anchor with ND paraphernalia?  You know what I 
mean…the kind with the Leprechaun on one side, and the “ND”  monogram on the other, or possibly a big “GO IRISH”  button.  
When you’ re finally done, you’ ll be the coolest thing on the Quad, well, North Quad at least.  Just one word of warning: be sure to 
change those logos slightly, because the University is pretty persnickety about the whole copyright thing.  Until next time, have a 
Chiefly Day, and be sure to “CHeck”  me out when you see me on campus!   
 
Editor’s Note: Anyone interested in becoming a salty midshipman like 1/C Heck, please feel free to contact him at anytime.   
                        You never know, you could become the next author of “ Chief’s Space” ! 

PAO’s Perspective 
 

MIDN 1/C Kate Lindsey 
PAO/Editor -in-Chief 
 
As the Battalion begins to settle into the weekly routine of close-order drill, home football weekends, and, of course, class work, it becomes in-
creasingly clearer that in a few short months, my experience of being a member of Notre Dame’s Battalion of Midshipmen will be just a fond 
memory.  It seems like yesterday that my parents dropped me off at the airport before Freshman-O-Week ’01, where I met 29 other 4/C Midship-
men who quickly became my best friends and closest confidantes while at Notre Dame.   
 
Over the last three years, the class of 2005 has struggled through a lot together.  On September 11, 2001, we all woke up at o-dark-thirty for physi-
cal training.  It seemed like a typical Tuesday morning, but it quickly became a living nightmare.  Current seniors, the last class to enter Notre 
Dame in peacetime, experienced the beginning of the War on Terrorism, the search for Bin Laden, and the capture of Saddam Hussein together.  
Most recently, we mourned the tragic loss of a fellow Domer and former midshipman, LTJG Ryan O’Connor. 
 
Taking stock of the better moments, however, is what I hope this year’s Commissioning Class will look back on and fondly remember.  Rushing 
the field (twice!) after defeating our long-time rival, Michigan, having dinner together before our first Navy Ball, hanging out with classmates 
during CORTRAMID, the list goes on…  When I pull out my copy of the Irish Wake twenty years from now, I know that these moments will 
bring a smile to my face.  That said, I hope the 2/C, 3/C and 4/C midshipmen have as much to look back on as the “ firsties”  do.  Take advantage of 
being a student at Notre Dame.  Have fun (the CO reminds you to study a little, too) because this really is the best four years of your life! 
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Congratulations to all M idshipmen who received unit awards last semester ! 

Academic Excellence 
MIDN 1/C Michael Annen 
MIDN 1/C Hans Biebl 
MIDN 1/C Joseph Dugan 
MIDN 1/C Jacob Granatino 
MIDN 1/C Michael Larson 
MIDN 1/C David Osburn 
MIDN 1/C Robert Milder 
MIDN 1/C Russell Morton 
MIDN 1/C Michelle Stanforth 
MIDN 2/C Christopher Christensen 
MIDN 2/C Gregory Hiltz 
MIDN 2/C Nicholas Matich 
MIDN 3/C Sean Devlin 
MIDN 3/C John Harrington 
MIDN 3/C Stephen Hutchings 
MIDN 3/C Margaret Lovejoy 
MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
MIDN 3/C Emmanuel Zervoudakis 
Academic Achievement  
MIDN 1/C Patrick Fishburne 
MIDN 1/C Justin Gallagher 
MIDN 1/C Christopher Heck 
MIDN 1/C Andrew Henebry 
MIDN 1/C Patrick McCarthy 
MIDN 1/C Victor Panos 
MIDN 1/C Maria Welch 
MIDN 1/C John Wrenn 
MIDN 2/C Megan Bustin 
MIDN 2/C Andrew Hankins 
MIDN 2/C Kirsten Jackson 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
MIDN 2/C Bryan Kreller 
MIDN 2/C Robert Lochridge 
MIDN 2/C Michael Peters 

MIDN 2/C Jenna Redgate 
MIDN 2/C William Sullivan 
MIDN 3/C Douglas Cummings 
MIDN 3/C Victoria Danielsky 
MIDN 3/C Charles Gund 
MIDN 3/C Grant Irwin 
MIDN 3/C William Jourdan 
MIDN 3/C Paul Kwak 
MIDN 3/C Patrick Maus 
MIDN 3/C Caitl in O'Connor 
MIDN 3/C Anne Shreiner 
MIDN 3/C Theresa Welch 
Physical Fitness 
MIDN 1/C Michael Annen 
MIDN 1/C Joseph Dugan 
MIDN 1/C Patrick Fishburne 
MIDN 1/C Justin Gallagher 
MIDN 1/C Albert Garcia 
MIDN 1/C Jacob Granatino 
MIDN 1/C Christopher Heck 
MIDN 1/C Raymond Kilway 
MIDN 1/C Katherine McGurty 
MIDN 1/C Russell Morton 
MIDN 1/C David Osburn 
MIDN 1/C Andrew Pittman 
MIDN 1/C Michelle Stanforth 
MIDN 1/C John Wrenn 
MIDN 2/C Christopher Christensen 
MIDN 2/C Megan Bustin 
MIDN 2/C Craig Cardil lo 
MIDN 2/C Andrew Hankins 
MIDN 2/C Gregory Hiltz 
MIDN 2/C Kirsten Jackson 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
MIDN 2/C Robert Lochridge 

MIDN 2/C Andrew Hankins 
MIDN 2/C Gregory Hiltz 
MIDN 2/C Kirsten Jackson 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
MIDN 2/C Robert Lochridge 
MIDN 2/C Carlos Molina 
MIDN 2/C Michael Peters 
MIDN 2/C Michael Quisao 
MIDN 2/C Jenna Redgate 
MIDN 2/C Malachy Soller 
MIDN 2/C Peter Steele 
MIDN 2/C Whitney White 
MIDN 3/C Gregory Belatti 
MIDN 3/C Chad Cardillo 
MIDN 3/C Douglas Cummings 
MIDN 3/C Victoria Danielsky 
MIDN 3/C William Jourdan 
MIDN 3/C Paul Kwak 
MIDN 3/C Theresa Welch 
MIDN 3/C Emmanuel Zervoudakis 
MIDN 3/C Margaret Lovejoy 
MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
MIDN 3/C Theresa Welch 
MIDN 3/C Emmanuel Zervoudakis 
Dr ill Team 
MIDN 1/C David Escobales 
MIDN 1/C Albert Garcia 
MIDN 2/C Megan Bustin 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
Leadership Award 
MIDN 1/C David Escobales 
MIDN 1/C Justin Gallagher 
MIDN 2/C Gregory Hiltz 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
  

 

Community Service 
MIDN 1/C Michael Annen 
MIDN 1/C Jacob Granatino 
MIDN 1/C Michelle Stanforth 
MIDN 1/C Maria Welch 
MIDN 2/C Gregory Hiltz 
MIDN 2/C Laura Joyce 
MIDN 2/C Malachy Soller 
MIDN 3/C Stephen Adams 
MIDN 3/C Douglas Cummings 
MIDN 3/C Michael Garber 
MIDN 3/C John Harrington 
MIDN 3/C Grant Irwin 
MIDN 3/C William Jourdan 
MIDN 3/C Karl Kadon 
MIDN 3/C Michael Garber 
MIDN 3/C John Harrington 
MIDN 3/C Grant Irwin 
MIDN 3/C William Jourdan 
MIDN 3/C Karl Kadon 
MIDN 3/C Margaret Lovejoy 
MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
MIDN 3/C Theresa Welch 
MIDN 3/C Emmanuel Zervoudakis 
 


